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Article abstract
Hispanic Hermeneutics and Socio-political and Religious Projects in America in
I6th and 17th centuries
The rapid conversion of the Autochtons of the Andes was due less to the
efficacy of the missionary strategies than to the capacity of the American
Indians to accept foreign religious ideas. These strategies arise from four
hermeneutics. The Franciscains which surrenders to the Spirit the task of
transforming the universe into a terrestial paradise ; the Jesuit which, by
bureaucratie and efficient means, looks to seule the fate of the American
Indians ; the Augustinian which attempts to unravel the designs of Providence ;
and last, the hermeneutic of Las Casas which represents the unshakable will to
counter the Spanish administration with justice. For their part the American
Indians embraced this universal God who is not exclusively the God of any
people in particular. This gave birth to a mental révolution in the American
Indian as well as in Christianity.
Henrique Urbano Département de sociologie Université Laval Cité
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