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Article abstract
Anthropological Methods and Petty Commodity Production Activities in Africa
Using a study of thé informai sector in Dakar, thé author examines thé
difficulties linked to thé use, in an urban setting, of anthropological methods
developed in thé study of villages. He argues that a structural analysis is
indispensable, and must begin with a theoretical framework. Examples taken
from thé author's expérience illustrate some of thé possibilities, as well as
some of thé problems, which arise from this method of research. The argument
is built on a critique of thé generalized use of questionnaires in research
carried out on behalf of international organizations, and thé resulting
descriptive studies. This argument goes beyond thé limits of a purely
methodological debate, showing thé theoretical, cultural and political
dimensions which affect thé design of a scientific study of petty commodity
production activities in urban Africa.
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