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Article abstract
Causal Analysis and Biographies
This article wants to be a contribution to thé theory of causal analysis in
qualitative research as well as to thé causality debate in thé social sciences.
Resituating " causal analysis " in ils broad Weberian sensé, thé methodological
development is based on two studies in thé field of thé sociology of criminal
law, thaï used biographies. The rôle of paradigmatic questions in causal
analysis is discussed and two possible ways of causal imputation are shown.
The author suggests to distinguish between first and second order effects.
while questioning their theoretical and methodological status in qualitative
research. He concludes by a structural solution to thé logic of causation.
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