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Article abstract
The Birth of Modem Machinism
The historians of the European agriculture generally considered the adoption
of the fallow as a determinant factor of an agricultural revolution that would
have happened before the end of the XVlIIth century. A return to the
agronomic writings of the period between 1750 and 1850 permits to state that
this practice, whose original meaning has been lost, didn't play the role it was
expected to play. By examining the history of a machine made to separate the
grain, the winnowing-machine, the author wishes to demonstrate that the
agricultural revolution has rather been related, for a large part, to the
progressive development of machinism.
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