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Article abstract
The Origin of Culture : Imitation
The animal roots of human culture are found in social learning. This paper
reviews recent work on imitative learning and cultural traditions in birds and
mammals. The implications of these studies for our understanding of human
culture are discussed. Coevolutionary theory provides a plausible scenario for
the origins of cultural learning in humans. Whether specific,
culturally-transmitted behaviors are biologically adaptive is another matter
and a series of logical problems inherent in this assumption are pointed out.
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