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Article abstract
Animal and Human Cognition
The comparative analysis of cognition or intelligence was a central issue in the
early Darwinian era but was abandoned during half a century. In the last
decades, three important paradigms have been developed in order to address
this issue: animal communication studies; information processing as applied to
animals; and comparative Piagetian studies. Although they are far from having
solved the problem of the evolution of cognition, these paradigms have
revealed, particularly in the great apes, an unsuspected capacity to use
symbols and have identified crucial stages in the phytogeny of human
cognition.
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