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c h a p t e r o v e r v i e w of t h e H a m i l t o n 
economy i s s t r o n g e s t when t r e a t i n g 
t h a t p e r i o d . I t i s p rone t o e r r o r 
e l s e w h e r e , f o r e x a m p l e , q u o t i n g 
Adam H o p e T s 1 8 3 7 p r e d i c t i o n of 
f i n a n c i a l d i s a s t e r and s t a t i n g " t h e 
d e b a c l e . . . w a s t w o l o n g d e c a d e s 
a w a y " ( p . 9 ) . I n f a c t , t h e 
c o l l a p s e came w i t h i n m o n t h s . Once 
m o r e , I s u s p e c t t h e w a n t o f 
g r o u n d i n g i n e c o n o m i c h i s t o r y 
d e r i v e s f r o m a b r i l l i a n t 
a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h one s c h o o l of 
Marxism and a s econda ry i n t e r e s t i n 
economics t h a t i s e v i d e n t i n t h a t 
s c h o o l . T h a t , no t Marxism per* 
se3 c o n s t i t u t e s a f l a w . At t h e 
o t h e r end of t h e c h r o n o l o g y , Pa lmer 
a s s e r t s i n t h e i m p o r t a n t c h a p t e r on 
" R e f o r m T h o u g h t and t h e P r o d u c e r 
I d e o l o g y " t h a t t a r i f f p r o t e c t i o n 
had b e e n " a b a n d o n e d i n f a v o u r of 
c l a s s i n t e r e s t s " ( p . 1 2 2 ) b y 
H a m i l t o n ! s s k i l l e d w o r k e r s t o w a r d 
t h e - e n d - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y . To q u o t e 
P a l m e r o u t of c o n t e x t , " i t w a s 
n e v e r q u i t e t h a t s i m p l e . " S e v e r a l 
i n s t a n c e s t e s t i f y t o an e n d u r i n g 
s u p p o r t f o r a p r o t e c t i v e t a r i f f by 
s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r s of H a m i l t o n 
work ing men. Thousands a p p e a r e d a t 
a r a l l y f o r M a c d o n a l d a n d t h e 
N a t i o n a l P o l i c y i n 1 8 9 1 . " T h e 
R o l l i n g M i l l , N a i l Works, and G l a s s 
F a c t o r y Men t u r n e d o u t i n a body 
w i t h b a n n e r s . " I n t h e 1911 f e d e r a l 
e l e c t i o n , a L i b e r a l L a b o u r 
c a n d i d a t e r a n a g a i n s t a 
C o n s e r v a t i v e p r o t e c t i o n i s t i n a 
s t r a i g h t two c a n d i d a t e c o n t e s t i n 
H a m i l t o n ^ w o r k i n g - c l a s s e a s t e n d . 
The " L i b - L a b " l o s t h i s d e p o s i t . 

T h i s i s a b o l d book s e t i n a 
p a r t i c u l a r M a r x i s t t r a d i t i o n . The 
a u t h o r f r e q u e n t l y e v a d e s t h e 
e m p i r i c i s m t h a t he c l a i m s f o r h i s 
work , bu t I t h i n k t h a t he a l s o runs 
i n t o d i f f i c u l t y because t h e M a r x i s t 
t r a d i t i o n t h a t he e m b r a c e s i s one 
which downplays i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e s 
of w o r k i n g - c l a s s e x p e r i e n c e i n 

f a v o u r of c u l t u r e a l o n e . 

John C. Weaver 
Depar tmen t of H i s t o r y 
McMaster U n i v e r s i t y 

k k k 

J a m e s , W i l l i a m s , and J a m e s , E v e l y n 
M. A Sufficient Quantity of Pure 
and Wholesome Water. The Story of 
Hamilton's Old Pumphouse. London: 
P h e l p s P u b l i s h i n g Company, 87 Bruce 
S t r e e t , London, O n t a r i o , 1978 . Pp . 
v i i i , 151 and 40 u n n u m b e r e d p a g e s 
of i l l u s t r a t i o n s . $ 1 5 . 0 0 . 

The Hami l ton Pumping S t a t i o n , 
bo rn 1860, s e m i - r e t i r e d 1910, f u l l y 
r e t i r e d 1928, bu t n o n e t h e l e s s s t i l l 
v e r y much a l i v e and r a d i a t i n g a n d 
awesome b e a u t y , i s b o t h a work of 
a r t a n d a s t u n n i n g e x a m p l e of 
C a n a d i a n u r b a n e n g i n e e r i n g 
a c h i e v e m e n t . R e g r e t t a b l y i t i s 
v i r t u a l l y unknown and u n h e r a l d e d by 
a l l bu t a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l number 
of p e o p l e . When W i l l i a m and Eve lyn 
James came t o Canada and s e t t l e d i n 
H a m i l t o n , t h e y m e t t h e P u m p i n g 
S t a t i o n and n o t i c e d t h a t s o m e t h i n g 
was m i s s i n g . 

T h e r e i s no m o n u m e n t t o T . C . 
K e e f e r , no m e m o r i a l t o J o h n 
G a r t s h o r e , Adam B r o w n o r James 
M c F a r l a n e , n o t h i n g t o t e l l o u r 
g e n e r a t i o n o f t h e s t a n d a r d s 
a n d a c h i e v e m e n t s o f e a r l y 
C a n a d i a n c i v i l and m e c h a n i c a l 
e n g i n e e r i n g . 

T h a t i s why we made t h e 
e f f o r t t o w r i t e t h e b o o k ( p . 
1 1 2 ) . 

A Sufficient Quantity of Pure 
and Wholesome Water c h r o n i c l e s 
t h e way i n which a r a p i d l y g r o w i n g 
c i t y m e t t h e n e e d f o r a s a f e , 
r e l i a b l e w a t e r s u p p l y . D u s t , 
f i r e s , and o u t b r e a k s of d i s e a s e 
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p o i n t e d t o t h e n e e d f o r a p r o p e r 
w a t e r s u p p l y s y s t e m . V a r i o u s 
i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d c h a n g e s , a l l 
r e n d e r e d i n a d e q u a t e by c o n t i n u i n g 
g r o w t h , c u l m i n a t e d i n a d e s i g n 
c o m p e t i t i o n and t h e d e c i s i o n t o 
a d o p t a p l a n s u b m i t t e d by t h e 
j u d g e , T h o m a s C o l t r i n K e e f e r . 
A p p a r e n t l y q u i t e u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y , 
t h e c o m p e t i t i o n p r o v e d t o be a 
c h e a p w a y o f g e t t i n g e x p e r t 
t e c h n i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . The f a c t 
t h a t t h e m a c h i n e r y w a s made i n 
Dundas r a t h e r t h a n i m p o r t e d i s a 
r e m a r k a b l e b e n c h m a r k i n 
m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t e c h n i c a l 
c a p a b i l i t y . The s t o r y i s t a k e n 
beyond t h e open ing i n 1860 t o d e a l 
w i t h v a r i o u s c h a n g e s i n t h e w a t e r 
s y s t e m w h i c h l e d t o t h e e v e n t u a l 
o b s o l e s e n c e of t h e pump h o u s e and 
equipment w h i c h fo rm t h e b a s i s of 
t h e book. 

W a t e r w o r k s , l i k e r a i l w a y s , 
were one of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
s y m b o l s of h o p e a n d o n e of t h e 
s t r e n g t h s of t h i s book i s t h e way 
i n which t h e Hami l ton Pumphouse i s 
c a s t i n t h a t l i g h t . W i l l i a m J a m e s 
i s an e n g i n e e r i n g p r o f e s s o r , and 
h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t e c h n i c a l 
m a t t e r s a d d s t o t h e b o o k . I t i s 
r e f r e s h i n g t o r e a d of p r i d e i n 
m e c h a n i c a l a c h i e v e m e n t and t h e r o l e 
i t p l a y e d i n b u i l d i n g a n d 
m a i n t a i n i n g a u t i l i t a r i a n p e r i o d 
p i e c e . A r e l a t e d s t r e n g t h i s t h e 
way i n which t h e a u t h o r s draw l i n k s 
b e t w e e n t h e m i n d of t h e d e s i g n 
e n g i n e e r and t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s of 
s k i l l e d t r a d e s m e n . 

The s t r e n g t h s n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , 
A Sufficient Quantity of Pure and 
Wholesome Water i s somet imes 
f r u s t r a t i n g . T h e q u a l i t y of 
w r i t i n g i s u n e v e n and some of t h e 
p a r t s a r e n o t i n t e g r a t e d 
s u f f i c i e n t l y . C h a p t e r one f l o w s 
q u i t e s m o o t h l y . I n s t a r k c o n t r a s t 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n s t o r y , w h i c h h a s 
t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r e x c i t i n g 

n a r r a t i v e and a n a l y s i s , i s l i t t l e 
more t h a n a c o m p i l a t i o n of d a t e d 
r e p o r t s . The b i o g r a p h i c a l s k e t c h e s 
of Thomas C o l t r i n K e e f e r , J a m e s 
M c F a r l a n e , J o h n G a r t s h o r e and Adam 
Brown draw a t t e n t i o n t o i m p o r t a n t 
f i g u r e s who a r e n o t w i d e l y known. 
However, t h e book w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
f a r r i c h e r h a d m u c h of t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n b e e n i n t e r w o v e n i n t o 
t h e n a r r a t i v e . The same m i g h t be 
s a i d of some of t h e m a t e r i a l i n t h e 
a p p e n d i c e s . T h e s t y l e o f 
f o o t n o t i n g i s i n c o n s i s t e n t and i n 
some c a s e s d o e s n o t a l l o w f o l l o w 
u p . The l a c k of a s t r o n g e d i t o r i a l 
h a n d i s much i n e v i d e n c e . T h e s e 
w e a k n e s s e s d e t r a c t f rom t h e g r e a t 
amount of b a s i c i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h 
t h e book b r i n g s t o l i g h t . 

P a r a l l e l t o t h e a c h i e v e m e n t i n 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n i s a 
h i s t o r y of f a i l u r e i n b o t h C a n a d a , 
i n g e n e r a l , and i n H a m i l t o n , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , w h i c h i s o n l y t o u c h e d 
l i g h t l y by t h e a u t h o r s . A 
Sufficient Quantity of Pure and 
Wholesome Water i s a r e m i n d e r of 
t h e r a r i t y of s e r i o u s work i n t h e 
h i s t o r y of Canad ian t e c h n o l o g y and 
e n g i n e e r i n g . A l though Canada has a 
v e r y l a r g e and e x p e n s i v e c u l t u r e 
b u s i n e s s w h i c h i s a d e p t a t 
p r o c l a i m i n g i t s r e l e v a n c e t o a l l 
f a c e t s of our c o l l e c t i v e i d e n t i t y , 
t h e a c t i o n s o f c u l t u r a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s bespeak a v iew of l i f e 
a n d c u l t u r e w h i c h i s o f t e n v e r y 
n a r r o w . Our m u s e u m s , a r c h i v e s , 
l i b r a r i e s , h i s t o r i c a g e n c i e s , 
s u b s i d i z e d m e d i a , a n d , a b o v e a l l 
e l s e , o u r u n i v e r s i t i e s and o t h e r 
s c h o o l s do v e r y l i t t l e t o f o s t e r 
e i t h e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o r 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e r o l e o f 
t e c h n o l o g y a n d e n g i n e e r i n g i n 
C a n a d i a n h i s t o r y . I n t h i s r e s p e c t 
H a m i l t o n i s a c a r i c a t u r e o f 
C a n a d i a n c u l t u r a l p r i o r i t i e s . I n a 
c i t y w i t h s u c h a m a g n i f i c e n t 
i n d u s t r i a l p a s t and h e r i t a g e , i t i s 
s a d t o s e e i t s c u l t u r a l 
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policymakers look upon t h e h i s t o r y 
of technology and e n g i n e e r i n g w i t h 
what seems to be the d i s i n t e r e s t or 
embarrassment normally reserved for 
the hidden i l l e g i t i m a t e chi ld of an 
o t h e r w i s e p r o p e r f a m i l y . At t h e 
p r e s e n t t i m e , any r e s i d e n t s of 
CanadaTs foremost i n d u s t r i a l c i t y 
who w i s h t o v i s i t a museum of 
s c i e n c e or t e c h n o l o g y , s tudy t h e 
h i s t o r y of technology, or p u r s u e a 
c a r e e r i n t h e s e a r e a s must do as 
t h i s reviewer has done: l eave . 

Norman R. Ball 
H i s t o r i a n of E n g i n e e r i n g 

and Technology 
Ottawa 

>'c >V * 

Freeman, B i l l , and Hewi t t , Marsha. 
Their Town: The Mafia3 The Media, 
and the Party Machine. Toronto: 
L o r i m e r , 1979. Pp . 1 7 4 . Maps , 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s . $19 .95 and $8 .95 
(paperback) . 

"The wa te r i n H a m i l t o n T s bay 
used to be so c l e a r , " an o l d t i m e r 
bragged r ecen t ly while r e m i n i s c i n g 
about the c i ty he once knew, " t h a t 
you could see Rocco P e r r i . " S ince 
HamiltonTs king of the b o o t l e g g e r s 
d i s a p p e a r e d one day i n 1944, t h e 
bay t h a t was once t h e s t o m p i n g 
ground of b o o t l e g g e r s 1 s p e e d b o a t s 
has become the murky backwater fo r 
one of the g r e a t c o r p o r a t e c r imes 
of Canadian h i s t o r y , t h e Hami l ton 
D r e d g i n g S c a n d a l . T h e 
Lunchbucket City has a thousand 
s t o r i e s l i k e t he se . Marsha Hewi t t 
and B i l l Freeman t e l l some of them. 
T h e r e a r e s t o r i e s of c r i m e , 
c o r r u p t i o n , h y p o c r i s y , a n d 
decept ion; i nc iden t s in the careers 
of the power brokers who have made 
Hamilton Theiv Town. 

Hewitt and Freeman t e l l t h e s e 
s t o r i e s b e c a u s e t h e y w a n t t o 

develop an a n a l y s i s of " t h e way to 
which s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t g roups come 
to dominate s o c i e t y . " They want to 
d e v e l o p t h e i r a n a l y s i s by 
e l a b o r a t i n g on a s e r i e s of e v e n t s 
r a t h e r than by e l a b o r a t i n g on some 
genera l t heo ry . The .au tho r s s h a r e 
a v i s i o n of a c i t y which i n v o l v e s 
i t s c i t i z e n s , p r e s e r v e s i t s 
neighbourhoods, and m a i n t a i n s i t s 
n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t . They a l s o 
s h a r e a t h e o r y of how power h a s 
been admin i s t e r ed t o p r e v e n t t h i s 
v i s i o n from becoming a r e a l i t y . 
They r e j e c t a p l u r a l i s t model of 
power in which power i s he ld t o be 
w i d e l y and e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d 
throughout s o c i e t y . I n s t e a d , they 
f i n d t h e e l i t i s t m o d e l of 
c o n c e n t r a t e d a n d u n e q u a l l y 
d i s t r i b u t e d power , a c o n c e p t i o n 
made famous by C. Wright M i l l s , t o 
be u s e f u l . The one f a i l i n g i n t h i s 
e l i t i s t model , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
a u t h o r s , i s i t s i n a b i l i t y t o 
e x p l a i n how a l l r anks of s o c i e t y 
have adop ted e l i t e v iews on most 
s o c i a l q u e s t i o n s . T h u s , t h e 
au thors are equal ly i n t r i g u e d wi th 
the i n t e r e s t s of p o w e r h o l d e r s and 
w i t h t h e c o n s e n s u s w h e r e b y t h e 
excluded lose a sense of how t h e i r 
i n t e r e s t s c o n f l i c t w i t h t h o s e of 
the e l i t e . 

The a u t h o r s 1 app roach to t h e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of power in Their 
Town h i t s the mark q u i t e o f ten . 
Some c h a p t e r s such as " W e l f a r e 
Hamilton S t y l e " d e s e r v e t o become 
c l a s s i c s of p o p u l a r e x p o s e . The 
c h a p t e r c o n t r a s t s t h e c a r e l e s s l y 
generous subs id ie s and h a n d o u t s to 
b u s i n e s s m e n d u r i n g t h r e e boom 
per iods in the c i t y ' s growth w i t h 
the penny pinching and h u m i l i a t i n g 
dole provided for the c i t y T s p o o r . 
In t h i s and o t h e r c h a p t e r s , t h e 
au thors s tep on the toes of a h o s t 
of p o w e r f u l H a m i I t o n i a n s . The 
e d u c a t i o n a l and g o s s i p v a l u e of 
m a t e r i a l l i k e t h i s had e a r n e d t h e 


