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not s i g n i f i c a n t in t h e l i v e s of t h e 
f i v e w o m e n . W h a t f o r m e d a n d 
d e v e l o p e d t h e i r c h a r a c t e r s , wha t 
g a v e them t h e w i l l t o p e r s e r v e r e 
w e r e s t r o n g i n t e r - p e r s o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . T h e m o s t 
s i g n i f i c a n t o f t h e s e w a s t h e 
f a m i l i a l . W i t h i n t h e f a m i l y e a c h 
woman deve loped a s t r o n g i d e n t i t y , 
a s e n s e o f h e r s e l f a s a n 
i n d i v i d u a l , n u r t u r e d by t h e s u p p o r t 
and e n c o u r a g e m e n t g i v e n t o h e r by 
fami ly members. Th is i n s t i l l e d i n 
t h e women c o n f i d e n c e t o e x p e r i m e n t , 
t o push t h e m s e l v e s beyond a c c e p t e d 
l i m i t s , and, as t h e i r e f f o r t s w e r e 
met w i t h s u c c e s s , t o go f u r t h e r 
a f i e l d . 

T h e s e c o n d r e l a t i o n s h i p 
i m p o r t a n t i n t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t w a s t h a t o f 
m e n t o r / p r o t é g é e . A m e n t o r was 
u s u a l l y an o l d e r woman who t o o k an 
i n t e r e s t in t h e y o u n g e r , i n s t r u c t e d 
h e r , d i r e c t e d h e r e f f o r t s , 
e n c o u r a g e d h e r , and p r o v i d e d h e r 
w i t h a r o l e m o d e l . S i n c e i n t h e 
l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r i e s i t w a s d i f f i c u l t f o r 
women t o t h i n k t h a t l i f e o f f e r e d 
them any f u l f i l l m e n t o u t s i d e t h e 
h o m e , i t w a s c r u c i a l t h a t t h e 
m e n t o r s of t h e f i v e women s t u d i e d 
r e v e a l e d t h a t r o l e m o d e l s o t h e r 
t h a n t h e m a t e r n a l one e x i s t e d . 

T h e s e m e n t o r s w e r e a l l 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e s o c i a l s e r v i c e 
f i e l d , a s p h e r e t h a t was seen as an 
e x t e n s i o n o f w o m a n ' s d o m e s t i c 
w o r l d . The v o l u n t e e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
w h i c h e m e r g e d f rom i t n e e d e d new 
r e c r u i t s , n e w w o r k e r s w i t h 
d e d i c a t i o n , and t h o s e i n c h a r g e 
were always on t h e lookou t for such 
w o m e n . N a t h a n , W a l d , D o d g e , 
O ' R e i l l y , and S c h n e i d e r m a n w e r e 
f o r t u n a t e - t h e y w e r e d i s c o v e r e d . 
However, t h e r e a d e r cannot h e l p but 
w o n d e r a b o u t t h e many women who 
n e v e r r e c e i v e d e n c o u r a g e m e n t a l o n g 
t h e way. The s u c c e s s of t h e f i v e 

women s e e m s f r a g i l e i n s o many 
r e s p e c t s , d e p e n d e n t o n b e i n g 
s u r r o u n d e d by p e o p l e who p r o v i d e d 
t h e m w i t h t h e e m o t i o n a l s u p p o r t 
n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e . 

By s t r e s s i n g t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n t h e 
e d u c a t i o n a l growth of t h e s e women, 
A Generation of Women r a i s e s the 
q u e s t i o n of what t h e p u r p o s e of an 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l f r a m e w o r k s u c h as a 
s c h o o l sys tem i s . I t i s s i m p l y t o 
i m p a r t k n o w l e d g e o r i s i t t o 
d e v e l o p and mold c h a r a c t e r as so 
many i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
hoped i t would? I f t h e l a t t e r , i t 
f a i l e d , a t l e a s t f o r t h e s e women. 
Was t h i s b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e women 
and t h e s y s t e m a s s u c h was n o t 
d e s i g n e d w i th them i n mind or was 
t h e f a i l u r e a p p l i c a b l e t o men as 
well? A Generation of Women does 
not answer t h e s e q u e s t i o n s , b u t i n 
r a i s i n g them i t f o r c e s e d u c a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y t o a s s u m e an e n e r g e t i c 
d i m e n s i o n h i t h e r t o u n r e a l i z e d . 

Wendy M i t c h i n s o n 
Depar tment of H i s t o r y 
U n i v e r s i t y of Windsor 

Hurt , J . S . Elementary Schooling 
and the Working Classes^ 
1860-1918. London: R o u t l e g e and 
Kegan Pau l [ T o r o n t o : U n i v e r s i t y of 
T o r o n t o P r e s s ] , 1979. P p . x , 2 4 1 . 

Today e d u c a t i o n i n E n g l a n d , 
l i k e t h a t i n C a n a d a , i s b a s e d on 
two fundamen ta l a s s u m p t i o n s . The 
f i r s t of t h e s e i s t h a t e q u a l i t y of 
e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y i s a r i g h t . 
The i n d i v i d u a l i n e a c h c o u n t r y i s 
p r e s u m e d t o be e d u c a b l e u n t i l 
p r o v e d o t h e r w i s e . The s e c o n d 
a s s u m p t i o n i s t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
h a s a g r e a t e r r i g h t t h a n do t h e 
c h i l d ' s p a r e n t s to d e t e r m i n e how a 
c h i l d i s to be s c h o o l e d . In b o t h 



147 

c o u n t r i e s a c h i l d may be t r a i n e d 
o n l y i n s t a t e - p r o v i d e d o r 
s t a t e - a p p r o v e d i n s t i t u t i o n s . J . S . 
Hurt i n h i s s t udy of t h e i m p a c t of 
s u c c e s s i v e l e g i s l a t i v e e n a c t m e n t s 
upon t h e E n g l i s h w o r k i n g c l a s s 
d e a l s w i t h a c r u c i a l t r a n s i t i o n 
p e r i o d w h e r e i n t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 
a s s u m p t i o n s of a p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 
s o c i e t y were r e p l a c e d by t h o s e of 
t h e i n d u s t r i a l a g e . 

The e d u c a t i o n a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
i n E n g l a n d w a s , o f c o u r s e , 
d e p e n d e n t u p o n a s o c i a l a n d 
e c o n o m i c r e v o l u t i o n . I t i s 
c o n v e n i e n t , i f o v e r l y s i m p l e , t o 
t h i n k o f E n g l i s h s o c i a l a n d 
economic p a t t e r n s of t h e n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y as h a v i n g o c c u r r e d i n a 
s e r i e s of l a y e r s . The b a s i c , and 
p o t e n t i a l l y m o s t r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
l a y e r , c o n s i s t e d o f t h e r a p i d 
g r o w t h of p o p u l a t i o n , f r o m 8 . 9 
m i l l i o n i n E n g l a n d and W a l e s i n 
1801 t o 3 2 . 5 m i l l i o n a c e n t u r y 
l a t e r . A second s t r a t u m of c h a n g e 
was t h e n a t i o n ' s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
from an a g r a r i a n t o an i n d u s t r i a l 
economy ( f o r t u n a t e l y , i t i s o n c e 
a g a i n p e r m i s s i b l e t o s p e a k of t h e 
" I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n " e v e n i f i t 
i s s t i l l i m p o s s i b l e t o d e f i n e i t ) . 
I f one a d d s i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n t o 
p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , t h e r e s u l t i s 
a n o t h e r l a y e r o f c h a n g e : t h e 
growth of c i t i e s . T h r o u g h o u t t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e p r o p o r t i o n 
of t h e p o p u l a t i o n l i v i n g i n u r b a n 
a r e a s s t e a d i l y c l i m b e d , a n d 
somewhere between 1851 and 1871 t h e 
c o r n e r w a s t u r n e d , a n d m o r e 
c i t i z e n s of England and W a l e s w e r e 
f o u n d i n c i t i e s t h a n i n r u r a l 
a r e a s . In a t t e m p t i n g t o s o l v e t h e 
p r o b l e m an u r b a n c i v i l i z a t i o n 
c r e a t e d , t h e E n g l i s h t u r n e d t o a 
v a r i e t y o f d e v i c e s i n v o l v i n g 
i n c r e a s i n g s t a t e i n t e r v e n t i o n i n 
e v e r y d a y a f f a i r s . T h e s e r a n g e d 
from t h e c r e a t i o n of p o l i c e f o r c e s 
t o t h e e v o l u t i o n o f s c h e m e s o f 
s o c i a l i n s u r a n c e . E d u c a t i o n 

i n e v i t a b l y became a m a t t e r of s t a t e 
c o n c e r n . 

H u r t ' s v o l u m e i s u n u s u a l i n 
t h e l i t e r a t u r e o f E n g l i s h 
e d u c a t i o n a l h i s t o r y i n t h a t i t i s 
l i t e r a t e , s h r e w d , and d i s c u r s i v e , 
q u i t e u n l i k e t h e p e d a g o g e s e t h a t 
d o m i n a t e s t h e f i e l d . H u r t ' s 
o b s e r v a t i o n s a r e o f t e n w r y and 
somet imes w i s e . He makes i t c l e a r , 
fo r example , t h a t e a r l y e f f o r t s a t 
s t a t e i n v o l v e m e n t ( i n p a r t i c u l a r 
t h o s e f o l l o w i n g in t h e t r a i n of t he 
F o r s t e r Act of 1870) f a v o u r e d t h e 
u r b a n c h i l d and d i s c r i m i n a t e d q u i t e 
h e a v i l y a g a i n s t r u r a l y o u t h s . He 
i s v e r y a c u t e and s y m p a t h e t i c i n 
e x p l a i n i n g t h e r e s e n t m e n t of many 
work ing c l a s s p a r e n t s a g a i n s t t h e 
i m p o s i t i o n of compulsory s c h o o l i n g , 
and he p o i n t s out t h e way i n w h i c h 
employe r s c o u l d e x p l o i t l o o p h o l e s 
i n t h e c h i l d l a b o u r and c o m p u l s o r y 
s c h o o l a t t e n d a n c e l a w s . 

The p r i c e H u r t p a y s f o r h i s 
u r b a n e and d i s c u r s i v e a p p r o a c h i s 
t h a t one c l o s e s t h e volume wi th the 
s e n s e of h a v i n g r e a d a number of 
v e r y good p a r a g r a p h s , b u t n o t a 
book. These i s no s i n g l e f o c u s , or 
even s e t of f o c i , and t o o o f t e n he 
m i s s e s t h e c h a n c e t o t u r n sh r ewd 
g u e s s e s i n t o p r o v a b l e a s s e r t i o n s . 
For i n s t a n c e , he i n t r o d u c e s t h e 
i d e a t h a t t h e compulsory e d u c a t i o n 
l a w s m a d e t h e p a r e n t a f o r c e d 
consumer of e d u c a t i o n (on b e h a l f of 
h i s c h i l d r e n , who were t a k e n out of 
p r o f i t a b l e work to a t t e n d s c h o o l ) . 
Th i s i s a u s e f u l c o n c e p t , and t h e r e 
i s a g r e a t b o d y o f e c o n o m i c 
l i t e r a t u r e t h a t would b e a r upon i t 
and p r o v i d e t e s t a b l e h y p o t h e s e s , 
bu t Hurt f l i t s away . S i m i l a r i l y , 
h e m a k e s s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g 
s p e c u l a t i o n s a b o u t s o c i a l c l a s s 
m a t t e r s , bu t i n s t e a d of u s i n g t h e 
wide a r r a y of modern s t u d i e s of the 
h i s t o r y of s o c i a l c l a s s in Eng land , 
employs t h e u n r e l i a b l e Boo th d a t a 
of t he t u r n of the c e n t u r y . 
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N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e b o o k i s 
wor th r e a d i n g . And i t i s p a r t of 
t h e s e r i e s " S t u d i e s i n S o c i a l 
H i s t o r y , " w h i c h no r e s p e c t a b l e 
c o l l e g e or u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r y c a n 
be w i t h o u t . 

Donald H. Akenson 
Professor of History 
Queen's University 

MacColl, E. Kimbark, The Growth of 
a City - Power and Politics in 
Portland^ Oregon^ 1915-1950. 
P o r t l a n d , O r e g o n : The G e o r g i a n 
P r e s s , 1979. Pp . 717 . $ 1 7 . 9 5 . 

T h i s s t u d y o f P o r t l a n d , 
O r e g o n , f rom 1915 t o 1 9 5 0 , i s a 
s e q u e l t o M a c C o l l ' s e a r l i e r v o l u m e 
e x a m i n i n g t h e same c i t y p r i o r t o 
World War I . As in h i s f i r s t book, 
t h e a u t h o r f o c u s s e s on t h e s h a p i n g 
of P o r t l a n d by i t s p r o f i t - o r i e n t e d 
p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m i c e l i t e , a p r o c e s s 
o f d e v e l o p m e n t t h a t h e r o u n d l y 
condemns. The e n o r m o u s p o t e n t i a l 
o f t h e " C i t y of R o s e s , " M a c C o l l 
l a m e n t s , was b e t r a y e d by a c r a s s 
c o a l i t i o n of m e r c h a n t s , b a n k e r s , 
u t i l i t y e x e c u t i v e s , and r e a l t o r s -
m e n s o d e v o t e d t o p r i v a t e 
e n t e r p r i s e and p r o p e r t y r i g h t s t h a t 
t h e y l a c k e d any c o m m i t m e n t t o a 
l a r g e r p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . 

MacColl a r g u e s t h a t P o r t l a n d ' s 
e l i t e was u n u s u a l l y i n c o m p e t e n t i n 
i t s smug c o m p l a c e n c y , i t s f e a r of 
i m p o r t i n g new compet ing i n d u s t r i e s , 
and i t s n e a r l y t o t a l n e g l e c t o f 
u r b a n p l a n n i n g . H i g h w a y s k n i f e d 
t h r o u g h t h e c i t y ; c a n c e r o u s 
commercia l d e v e l o p m e n t s d e s t r o y e d 
p l e a s a n t r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s ; c h e a p 
s u b u r b s grew h e l t e r - s k e l t e r ; much 
h o u s i n g was b e l o w s t a n d a r d ; t h e 
W i l l a m e t t e R ive r was p o l l u t e d ; and 
z o n i n g r e g u l a t i o n s w e r e s o 
i n e f f e c t i v e t h a t for many y e a r s t h e 
c i t y ' s m a j o r l a n d m a r k w a s 

" A m e r i c a ' s l a r g e s t n e o n s i g n , " a 
725 by 60 foo t m o n o l i t h a d v e r t i s i n g 
R i c h f i e l d O i l . P o r t l a n d ' s l e a d e r s , 
a c c o r d i n g t o M a c C o l l , w e r e 
uncommit ted to q u a l i t y , unconce rned 
about human v a l u e s , u n e n t e r p r i s i n g , 
v i s i o n l e s s , and even e x c r u c i a t i n g l y 
d u l l . "The S p i n s t e r C i t y " d r e w a 
S e a t t l e w r i t e r ' s p o i s o n o u s comment: 
" I t ' s a g r e a t p l a c e t o l i v e , b u t 
would you want t o v i s i t ? " 

So m a n y o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
i m p r o v e m e n t w e r e l o s t . P l a n n i n g 
s t u d i e s w e r e i g n o r e d ; New D e a l 
m o n e y w a s w a s t e d ; a n d c h e a p 
B o n n e v i l l e p o w e r w a s n o t 
s u f f i c i e n t l y u t i l i z e d t o c r e a t e a 
d i v e r s i f i e d , b u o y a n t e c o n o m y . 
D e s p i t e p r o s p e r o u s w a r y e a r s , 
P o r t l a n d was b a c k i n t h e d o l d r u m s 
by t h e l a t e 1940s , a p e r i o d "marked 
by p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l d u l l n e s s , 
by m u n i c i p a l i n s o l v e n c y a n d by 
s o c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . " The c i t y ' s 
l e a d e r s h i p was t i r e d , " w e l l b e y o n d 
m i d d l e age in v i g o r and o u t l o o k . " 

M a c C o l l ' s i n d i c t m e n t t h u s 
m a r c h e s o n , b u t , l o n g b e f o r e t h e 
f i n a l c h a p t e r , t h e r e a d e r g r o w s 
w e a r y of m o r a l t h u n d e r b o l t s a n d 
y e a r n s f o r more f u l l y d e v e l o p e d 
e x p l a n a t i o n . Why w e r e P o r t l a n d ' s 
l e a d e r s s o u n u s u a l l y c a u t i o u s , 
e s p e c i a l l y c o m p a r e d t o t h e m o v e r s 
and s h a k e r s o f S e a t t l e a n d S a n 
F r a n c i s c o ? What was t he i m p a c t of 
a b s e n t e e o w n e r s h i p on P o r t l a n d ' s 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t ? Why, i f 
l e a d e r s h i p was so poo r , d i d not t he 
c i t y ' s v o t e r s t h r o w t h e r a s c a l s 
o u t ? Or w e r e t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l 
p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s of l e a d e r s and l e d 
much t h e same? - a n o t i o n M a c C o l l 
t r e a t s g i n g e r l y s i n c e i t w o u l d , i f 
t r u e , m a k e h i s p i l l o r y i n g o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s somewhat b e s i d e t h e 
p o i n t . 

The Growth of a City 
c o n t a i n s a w e a l t h of i n f o r m a t i o n 
about P o r t l a n d ' s d e v e l o p m e n t from 


