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Article abstract
Maurice Halbwachs' reception maybe explicit in various publications or in
research in progress, and implicit in published research. Our reception of his
work is first of all methodical, even though, as we believe, these considerations
may move, broaden or distort (according to the reader's perspective) the
framework of social theory. The work of Maurice Halbwachs caught our
attention by its methodical input in apprehending social facts, which we have
called instances of "social materiality": space, time, and information on social
facts whose observable materiality is essentially language. These instances of
"materiality" come under social morpology, insofar as we give to this concept
its original meaning of defining the form of social phenomena, which makes
possible and conditions the distributing of visible discontinuities over the
continuum of movement in social life, an operation that sociologists carry out
either explicitly or implicitly in order to make social description possible. This
input is not specific to sociology and requires sociological construction. M.
Halbwachs opens the way by classifying the input according to the perspective
of the social group: in particular when he analyzes individual memory, the
extent to which recourse to social groups seems relevant to him can be seen,
and when he analyzes statistics, the relational approach he takes to them. We
have set out to show the richness of this methodical approach, in particular in
urban sociology, using spatial-temporal input. To do this, we have used the
work of G. Granai on the development of the city of Aix-en-Provence. For the
third type of input that we present, materiality of language, we have selected
research that we are carrying out in the area of the sociology of literary
reception, centering on the discussion of the notion of "virtual reader",
developed and declined in different ways since its formulation by Gérard
Genette , and on the research project in progress on the reception of
science-fiction literature.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001309ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/001309ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/1997-v29-n2-socsoc79/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/socsoc/



































