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Article abstract
This paper examines simultaneously the place of the term "body" in
sociological discourse and the reasons for the difficulties in the emergence of a
sociology of the body. The author illustrates these reasons by identifying the
specific discursive system within which the term "body" is to be found.
Designating in the first place not an object of knowledge, this term appears as
the instrument of a real embodiment of the self, which defines and authorizes
a real and credible space for the theories in question. Examples taken from
Goffman's and Pierre Bourdieu's work seem effectively to support this thesis.
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