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Article abstract
Co-responsibility, collegiality and participation on the inside, opening up to
other religions and to the world on the outside, constitute, from a sociological
point of view, the main orientations assigned to the Catholic Church by the
Vatican II Council. After twenty-five years of this regime, where is Catholicism
today? A structural-functionalist concept of religion, identifying four
dimensions of this phenomenon - general cosmology, specialized
representations, organization and religiosity - serve as a basis for grouping
together and analyzing changes which have occurred in the Catholic religion
over the past twenty-five years. For each of these dimensions, the examination
of the data points to serious difficulties for Catholicism in adjusting to modern
culture. This paper concludes by showing the cultural entrenchment of these
difficulties and by evaluating the possibilities for dialogue between these two
fundamentally different modes of production of social organization and life.
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