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Article abstract
This paper attempts to put the last forty years of research in the sociology of
education into perspective, forty years during which we have seen it, under the
influence of different historical and political circumstances, become
institutionalized within the context of a functionalist and economist's vision of
schools, radicalized by the development of a critical point of view on the
relationship between school and society, and finally become the object of a
more internal approach, centred more on the subject matter and knowledge
conveyed by educational systems. With emphasis on the major texts which
form the basis of the sociology of education in three geographical areas - USA,
France and Great Britain, this paper gives an account of the schools of thought
and the tension points which mark not only the sociology of education but also
the critical theoretical developments in the broader field of sociology in
general. In conclusion, the authors do not hesitate to note the breakdown of
paradigms which have been dominant until now, and to question the direction
future research and practice is likely to take.
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