
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1984 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 02/03/2025 2:30 p.m.

Sociologie et sociétés

Les femmes âgées : problèmes et perspectives
Older Women : Problems and Prospects
Sharon MCIRVIN ABU-LABAN

Volume 16, Number 2, octobre 1984

Sociétés et vieillissement

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001489ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/001489ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0038-030X (print)
1492-1375 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
MCIRVIN ABU-LABAN, S. (1984). Les femmes âgées : problèmes et perspectives.
Sociologie et sociétés, 16(2), 69–78. https://doi.org/10.7202/001489ar

Article abstract
The status of older women in North America is characterized by inequities
involving symbolic disregard, socio-emotional loss and economic deprivation;
there are also distinct strengths. Demographic projections suggest an increased
proportion of the population will be aged and that the current sex-ratio
imbalances will increase. A larger proportion of the aged will be women, and
of them a larger proportion will be in the high-risk, old-old group. Current
shifts in the female role may benefit the status of older women of the future.
However, counter ideologies, revisionist feminism and the direction of
emergent societal priorities regarding the distribution of scarce medical
resources suggest caution. Should these gain ascendancy, the status of future
older women may be even more unequal than it is today.
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