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Article abstract
The world population is presently undergoing a process of aging. This paper
presents an outline of this phenomenon by placing it in an historical
perspective. Two realities become evident: The one obtained in developed
countries, which already have a large proportion of their population in the
older age brackets and in which this tendency will continue to grow, and what
we may observe in the less-developed countries, still "young", in which,
however, after a lapse of time, a similar process is beginning to appear. This
vision is based on a uniform and static definition of old age, which is due to an
arbitrary fixing of the threshold for the onset of old age. In order to properly
take into account the heterogeneity of time and space, the notion of threshold
is nuanced in this paper by developing a definition based on mortality and
integrating into it more qualitative elements. A suggestion is then made for a
theoretically more acceptable indicator, in spite of the many difficulties which
prevent its establishment in a strict and satisfying fashion to cover all
situations.
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