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Article abstract
Summary
The behaviour of the medical profession in Quebec provides a typical example
of Eliot Freidson's hypothesis concerning occidental societies, in which the
medical profession tends to succomb to two forms of deviance: the extension of
its power outside of the field of so-called medical expertise and the bankruptcy
of its promiseof service to the community. The social consequences of this state
of affairs and their social determinations are discussed with the help of both
statistics and of what is known about the practice of medicine in Quebec. The
medical creed of community service cannot realize its full potential in a
mercantile society where to it social structures and ideology are inherently
opposed.
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