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Article abstract
The evolution of sociological research on participation from 1920's to the 1960's
is analyzed in detail. Three types of research are covered : participation in
voluntary associations, participation in rural cooperatives and work
communities ; and participation in unions and in modern industrial
enterprises. Through this analysis, we discover that participation, in industrial
societies, must be defined in relationship to the value of economic rationality,
either by accepting it or by opposing it.
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