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Article abstract
The sociologist may seize the urban phenomenon by introducing the analytical
categories of space and distance, conceived physically as well as socially.
Indeed, space and distance are two essential factors which influence
communications and social exchange. A superior level of social organization
presupposes a material reduction of distance. Urbanization, as a process of
concentration of persons and institutions on a small space, modifies radically
the relationship " time-effort-distance " making social exchange easier.
Industrialization, with the massive introduction of technical means of
circulation and communication, on the other hand, makes exchange more and
more independent of physical proximity. An analysis of the significance of
space and of technology then constitutes the basis for the study of the
structures and of the functioning of the city. Four themes are treated in this
article in the framework of the above approach : the needs of the users of the
city ; the impact of the users on the transformation of the city ; the functioning
of mechanisms of development and planning ; the prospects of possible
evolution of the city.
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