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Article abstract
At the present time, the situation in the world is not as described by the "
International Relations " approach : the juxtaposition of individual units ; it
consists on the contrary of a worldwide system, in which individual societies,
or groups of individual societies, are constituent parts. Here the author
proposes the basic elements of this worldwide system. In so doing, he defines
groups of societies which a preliminary effort at categorization allows one to
distinguish : groups that are called " subsystems ". He then studies the
relationships that exist between these subsystems, particularly in terms of
domination and subordination. Finally he traces the major contradictions in
the present worldwide system, most of which are reducible to a fundamental
contradiction between the development of productive forces of a worldwide
scale and worldwide relationships.
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