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Article abstract
The Italian-Quebec community as we know it today issued in large part from a
process of massive migration which took place immediately after the Second
World War. The low socio-economic origins of this ethnic group led it to prefer
the English language as a vehicle of social promotion and to resist fiercely the
imposition of French as the language of education. Linguistic conflict in
Quebec and the opposition between English-speaking and French-speaking
groups have helped preserve "ethnic space" and promote Italian-ness. More
importantly, however, the resistance to attempts to make them
French-speaking has led to the emergence of an unprecedented popular social
movement which has accelerated the process or reorganization and
modernization of power inside the community, under the hegemony of a new
leadership closely associated with a rising ethnic bourgeoisie.
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