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Article abstract
Hydro-Quebec and the Mouvement Desjardins share three essential
characteristics 1 - They arose out of the anti-monopolistic struggles led by the
francophone bourgeoisie and their allies, which culminated during the
interwar period; 2 - both served as privileged forums for the expression of
Quebecois economic nationalism; 3 - each of these two organizations
contributed in its own way to the modernization of the economy, which was
reflected by the burgeoning of a new and increasingly self-assured leadership
group within Quebec society. The rise of these two major organizations is
connected, in a more general way, with what Alain Touraine has called a social
development movement, i.e. a multi-class movement involving both social and
institutional actors (Church and State) in a process of modernizing and
appropriating an economy of which major sectors until then seemed to be
controlled from the outside.
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