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Article abstract
Each five-year census is followed by a new population outlook analysis, in the
course of which the assumptions of the reference scénario are generally
updated to take into account the most recent developments. The most recent
perspectives of the Bureau de la Statistique du Quebec are no exception to this
rule. The assumptions of this scenario, as well as the results obtained for the
administrative regions of Quebec, for the forecast to 2016, are analysed in this
article. The Montreal/rest-of-Quebec dichotomy stands out more than ever,
even though a decline in total population affects only four peripheral regions.
But the criteria of total population proves deceptive, and other more
judiciously chosen criteria show that the "decline" will soon affect nearly alil
regions outside the greater Montreal region. There is also a dynamic of decline,
which points to the conclusion of a gloomy future outlook for a few outlying
regions.
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