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Article abstract
The article brings out the main axes of government intervention toward the
Crees and Inuit of Quebec from the signing of the James Bay Agreement of 1975
until 1990, on the basis of published figures —sometimes incomplete— on the
expenditures of the federal and provincial govemments, by agency and by
mission (infrastructures, education, health, labour and economic
development). The federal administration has withdrawn in favour of the
province and the regional jurisdictions : a situation which, among the Crees
especially, has fostered an unusual form of integration within Quebec society,
offset by the rise of a «national» political conscience. The Agreement brought
in major improvements in the areas of housing, municipal facilities and
transportation, but other areas were affected mainly by demographic pressure
so that at the end of the day, the governmental expenditures in the area of
Northern Quebec covered by the agreement, including compensation
payments, are comparable to those of the Northwest Territories.
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