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Article abstract
Until the middle of the century, the French Canadians maintained a very high
level of fertility for a population living in an industrial country. This
phenomenon has been called the "revenge of the cradles". It has never been
explained. The classical interpretations, based on the economy, religion or
education, do not hold up to scientific examination. One can observe the
historical co-occurrence of the power of the Church and very high birth rates
without there being a causal link. Instead, the "overfertility" of French Canada
appears to be a response to a certain type of sociability which is distinguished
by the prevalence of extended family ties.
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