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Article abstract
For thirty years in Canada social policy and the law have taken the side of
women and their children during marriage break-up. Indeed, the automatic
setting and collection of maintenance payments have consolidated the role of
the mother as "principal parent" and the father as "provider". Fathers have
turned to governments seeking recognition of fathers' rights, which they claim
are being denied them by mothers and the courts. This is the context in which
fathers' lobbies succeeded in obtaining establishment of a parliamentary
committee to examine the situation. Major tensions between groups
representing women, mothers, fathers, and experts characterised the work of
this special committee on custody and visitation rights.
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