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Article abstract
The establishment of the welfare state was marked by the launching of a range
of social programs to improve the living conditions of the elderly. These major
developments sanctioned the institutionalization of aging by leading to a
formal association between age 60 or 65 and the onset of old age. But the
financial, health and social situation of the elderly has changed significantly
over the past thirty years. Today, people no longer age in the same way as
before. So one can justifiably question the viability of policies on aging and
their ability to appropriately meet the new needs of the elderly. This article
summarizes a review of the literature on this topic that primarily focusses on
Canada but also includes other countries.
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