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Article abstract
In late twentieth-century Quebec society, the partnership between families and
the schools is seen as both a social issue and a prerequisite to any form of
change in the schools. By analyzing data from several studies conducted in
France and Quebec on families from so-called "disadvantaged" milieux, this
article attempts to distinguish two types of strategies implemented by Quebec
schools as part of their educational role, and to then understand the practices
of disadvantaged families by listing family survival strategies. It examines how
school strategies and family survival strategies interact to assess the families'
position in relation to the schools. The author suggests that this position is
based on a rationale of exteriority, which is the only guarantee of the material
and symbolic survival of the family as a group and of each member of this
group.
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