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Article abstract
Exclusion is an omnipresent notion in social and political analysis. But despite
all efforts, it remains a vague concept, testifying to the difficulty of
understanding reality and taking effective action. Government policies are at
the heart of this process of inventing new means of regulating social cohesion
in post-industrial society. Public action has shown a particular degree of
uncertainty in light of the powerful resurgence of liberal options and the belief
in the primacy of market forces. An inability to reexamine the state's role in
view of changing political intervention at the local level and the need to
revitalize a democracy emphasizing citizen involvement and genuine debate is
a further obstacle to renewal of the state's role necessitated by a growing
perception of the global economy and its underlying power relationships as
natural. Behind the many faces and individual portraits of the excluded, the
social link is unravelling before our eyes, and we are as yet unable to identify
the new approaches and means of social régulation now taking shape.
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