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Article abstract
The article focuses on recent transformations in the Canadian citizenship
regime, outside of Quebec. These changes are the result of the emergence of
new thinking about governance and the role of the state as well as about the
division of labour between states, markets and families. Three types of changes
are examined. The first involves modifications in intergovernmental relations,
linked to the Social Union Framework Agreement of 1999 and the
establishment of the National Child Benefit. The second is the move away from
universality in social programmes towards targeting families and children, so
as to construct a "social security net" for them. The third involves the
assignment of responsibility to the state and to individuals, with the latter
being deemed responsible for their own well-being, while the state
increasingly confines its efforts only to children. The state thereby promotes
equality of opportunity, particularly for children, but with little attention to
any larger vision of social justice founded upon real equality and the economic
and social rights of all citizens.
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