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matiere d’autonomie gouvernementale et de revendications territoriales des peuples
autochtones du Nord. Nous appuyons la conclusion des rédacteurs de ce collectif: les
politiques publiques devront tenir compte des opinions des principaux intéressés, a
savoir les résidents et les gouvernements du Nord.

Ce livre a saveur multidisciplinaire s’avere instructif et agréable a lire. Il s’adresse
a un vaste éventail de lecteurs: étudiants, enseignants, fonctionnaires, activistes, etc.
Les textes se lisent facilement et ne renferment aucun jargon théorique qui pourrait étre
rébarbatif pour le profane. Ainsi, ’ouvrage devrait susciter I’intérét de toutes les
personnes concernées par le Nord canadien, en particulier les lecteurs qui s’ intéressent
aux faits sociaux, politiques et économiques des Territoires du Nord-Ouest et du
Nunavut. Nous recommandons donc sa lecture.

André Légaré

International Centre for Northern
Governance and Development

University of Saskatchewan

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 5C8, Canada
Andre Legare@gov.nt.ca

BURGESS, John H.
2008 Doctor to the North: Thirty Years Treating Heart Disease among the Inuit,
Montreal and Kingston, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 168 pages.

There is a long tradition of putting pen to paper among doctors caught up in the
novelty of serving Inuit populations in the Arctic. The results cover a considerable
expanse of Arctic history: Gilberg’s 1948 book Eskimo Doctor; Moody’s 1955 account
of his time in Chesterfield Inlet, titled with colonial intrigue Arctic Doctor: An Account
of Strange Adventures among the Eskimo; Gareth’s Dew Line Doctor, published in
1962 by the aptly named “The Adventurers Club”; and the recently released Medical
Adventures in the Arctic by Lianne Lacroix (2010), apparently self-published. Reading
between the lines of these works is sometimes more informative than taking in a text at
face value. They merit close study in and of themselves, saying more about Qallunaat
culture, claims to expertise, colonial and post-colonial enterprise, the nature of
scientific (medical) practice, and interactions with the “Other” than about the events
and experiences they recall.

Burgess adds to this tradition. What makes these texts—and Burgess’ contribution
in particular—difficult to review, is that, while the act of writing is often born of good
intentions, this genre has seldom been critically examined in relation to our own culture
and the personalities to which it gives rise. We simply see skilled physicians whose
commitment to their Inuit patients was considerable. This genre goes “off track,”
however, because the details of medical practice do not make for engaging popular
prose. Burgess, consequently, fronts his very interesting discussion of the
cardiovascular health of Inuit with chapters that detail his own childhood, his
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education, and his considerable accomplishments, including the presidency of the
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. He gained his northern
experience through the Division of Cardiology at McGill General Hospital, serving the
Baffin region of what is now Nunavut and Nunavik, Arctic Quebec, from 1973 until his
retirement in 2003. Burgess spent some time travelling in and out of the Arctic to meet
his patients’ needs. Having lost his wife to cancer, Burgess puts “pen to paper” to
recount not merely his career as a heart surgeon but also his life as a student, physician,
and backpacker in Auyuittuq Park.

The first eight chapters deal with his career. They frame the following five
chapters on cardiology and the Inuit. What is offered, apart from biographical
information, is a thin attempt at outlining the history of Inuit health care. Hard to read
because of a consistent “subject, verb, object” sentence structure, the text reflects the
benevolent sensibilities of a generation of often (but not always) well-intentioned
individuals who were willing to go beyond their comfort zone to meet Inuit health-care
needs. The last few chapters deal with hiking in Auyuittuq Park and the death of his
wife, a story that speaks to thousands who have struggled with similar experiences.
Undoubtedly, Dr. Burgess is best when talking about Inuit cardiovascular problems,
abnormalities, and treatment. We might have deserved an entire book on the subject.

If criticism is due, it is likely best directed at McGill-Queens University Press and
the editors of this series. It is not at all clear what The Footprint Series is designed to
accomplish. It appears, in some ways, to be a form of “vanity press”; an opportunity to
offer Qallunaat a chance to address their mortality by putting pen to paper to recount
their careers and associations. The result is titles like The Greater Glory: Thirty-seven
Years with the Jesuits by Stephen Casey. I thought (was hoping) that demand for this
genre died with the 1950s. McGill-Queen’s seems to have done an exceptionally
unfortunate job of resurrecting it.

Doctor to the North has its share of faux pas, the result of trying to do justice to
subjects (like the worn debate about the origins of the term “Eskimo”) in little more
than paragraphs sprinkled here and there. The “persistence of the Inuit primitive way of
life” is noted. “The National Land Claims Agreement” (sic) of 1993 (p. 147) suggests
that not only a different sensibility might have been brought to the job of editing, but
also more attention to editing—period. John Burgess’ picture of a distinguished career,
and his obvious and admirable sensibilities and commitments, need a better frame, one
the publisher apparently could not provide.
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DAVELUY, Michelle
2009 Roundtrip: The Inuit Crew of the Jean Revillon, Edmonton, CCI Press, 120

pages.

Roundtrip: The Inuit Crew of the Jean Revillon tells the story of Lionel
Angutinguaq, Athanasie Angutitaq, Louis Taapatai, and Savikataaq, four Inuit men
from the Canadian Central Arctic hired by the Revillon Fréres fur trade company in
1925 to bring the supply ship Jean Revillon back to its hauling station in Shelburne,
Nova Scotia. The book contains 56 figures (colour and black-and-white pictures,
reproductions of newspaper articles, and maps) as well as many transcriptions of
newspaper articles and book extracts.

Chapter one presents the genesis of Roundtrip. In 1998, Peter Irnig—who was
visiting St. Mary’s University as one of four delegates of the Nunavut Department of
Culture, Languages, Elders and Youth (CLEY)—told the author that his father,
Athanasie Angutitaq, had visited Nova Scotia in 1925. Curious, he wondered whether
there was a way to document his voyage. The author agreed to help him and embarked
on a decade-long adventure that took her to Shelburne (Nova Scotia), Baker Lake
(Nunavut), and Paris (France), where Revillon Fréres kept its archives until recently.

Chapter two chronicles the four-month voyage of the Jean Revillon from Baker
Lake to Shelburne. The chapter also pays attention to the six-day stay by the four Inuit
in Shelburne and attempts to describe their journey back to the Arctic the next summer,
an almost impossible task considering the lack of written and oral records. This chapter
also introduces the story of Revillon Fréres and its precarious financial situation in
1925 (a year later, the company would sell 51% of its shares to its rival, the Hudson’s
Bay Company).

Chapter three returns to Peter Irniq’s initial visit to St. Mary’s in 1998. Among the

four Inuit he was travelling with was David Owingayak, the son of Savikataaq, another
Inuit crew member of the Jean Revillon. The chapter depicts how both Irniq and

BOOK REVIEWS/291



