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Article abstract
The role of the social worker is decisive in preventing, detecting and dealing
with child neglect and psychological abuse. One of the difficulties when facing
a group with cultic drifts consists in identifying and integrating the particular
features of this context, so as to avoid methodological errors which might cover
up, complexity or otherwise worsen the situation. The social worker has to
point out factually, according to a methodologically flawless socio-educational
evaluation, the danger, neglect or abuse with which the child is confronted.
Moreover, a cultic drifts context may expose not only the child or the parents,
but the professional as well to some form of violence. The subsequent trouble
sometimes cause anxiety and a kind of mental confusion to the social workers,
who may feel they are losing their professional skills, knowledge or practical
experience. To be relevant and efficient, they must avoid the double trap of the
religious ground which would prove both fruitless and illegitimate to them.
They must look further into assessment methodologies suitable for unusual
and fringe contexts, so as to learn how to relate to varying standards,
alternative educational norms and perspectives on the parental function, with
the risk of erroneous appreciation. Lastly, they will have to consider their own
implication. This article tries to identify and present those methodological
problems, and then to describe four attitude types among social workers
coping with such situations which may sound unusual and disturbing to them.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/crimino/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/019432ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/019432ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/crimino/2008-v41-n2-crimino2508/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/crimino/











































