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Article abstract
Since the 1990s many analysts of terrorism have adopted the concept and the
phrase “new terrorism” in order to account for what they have seen as the
emergence of a different form of political violence. New terrorism has been
characterised as escaping the boundaries of states and routinely targeting
installations and persons for their symbolic content. It is motivated by glorious,
if not grandiloquent objectives, with strong supernatural and mythical aspects.
Its demands are often impossible to meet since they involve planet-wide
reorganisation. Most importantly, it is a religious terrorism, built on absolutes
and capable of justifying the most extreme forms of violence – which
conventional terrorism tended to avoid. For obvious theoretical, as well as
practical reasons, we will try to describe the manifestation of such terrorism in
Canada.
Our study rests on a 400 incident qualitative database gathered from Canadian
media reports. Our observation period ranges from 1973 to 2006, but the bulk
of religious (and other) terrorist activities took place in the 1980s. We then try
to account for this differential level of activity with the help of a few theoretical
tools, in particular through the “social control” function of religious practice.
We conclude with an evaluation of the usefulness and explanatory power of
the concept of new terrorism.
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