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Article abstract
The presence of disabled students in the schools has prompted emotional
debate in the education sector between those who favour their integration into
regular classes (i.e. mainstreaming) and those who advocate special classes or
special schools for the disabled. The authors illustrate the degree to which
disabled students have been integrated into regular classes by examining
variations in an indicator of academic integration over the past ten school
years. Their findings appear to show a slight increase in integration over the
years. Differences found at the different education levels indicate that disabled
students are less well integrated at higher ievels. The nature of the students'
impairments also significantly affects their integration into regular classes.
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