
© Filipe Prazeres, 2024 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/13/2025 4:20 a.m.

Canadian Medical Education Journal
Revue canadienne de l'éducation médicale

Responses to “On the advantages and disadvantages of virtual
continuing medical education: A scoping review”
Réponses à « Avantages et inconvénients de la formation
médicale continue virtuelle : une revue exploratoire »
Filipe Prazeres

Volume 15, Number 1, 2024

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1110463ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.36834/cmej.77943

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Canadian Medical Education Journal

ISSN
1923-1202 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this document
Prazeres, F. (2024). Responses to “On the advantages and disadvantages of
virtual continuing medical education: A scoping review”. Canadian Medical
Education Journal / Revue canadienne de l'éducation médicale, 15(1), 99–99.
https://doi.org/10.36834/cmej.77943

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/cmej/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1110463ar
https://doi.org/10.36834/cmej.77943
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/cmej/2024-v15-n1-cmej09222/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/cmej/


 99 

Canadian Medical Education Journal   
 
 

Responses to “On the advantages and disadvantages of 
virtual continuing medical education: a scoping review” 
Réponses à “Avantages et inconvénients de la formation médicale continue 
virtuelle: une revue exploratoire”  
Filipe Prazeres1,2 
1USF Beira Ria, Gafanha da Nazaré, Portugal; 2Faculdade de Ciências da Saúde, Universidade da Beira Interior, Covilhã, Portugal 
Correspondence to: Prof. Filipe Prazeres; USF Beira Ria, 3830-596 Gafanha da Nazaré, Portugal; email: filipeprazeresmd@gmail.com 
Published ahead of issue: Jan 18, 2024; published: Feb 29, 2024. CMEJ 2024, 15(1)   Available at https://doi.org/10.36834/cmej.77943 
© 2024 Prazeres; licensee Synergies Partners. This is an Open Journal Systems article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License. (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0) which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the 
original work is cited.  
 
Dear Editor, 

I have read with great interest the manuscript titled “On 
the advantages and disadvantages of virtual continuing 
medical education: a scoping review”1 written by Cheng 
and colleagues, published in the Canadian Medical 
Education Journal. In this study, the authors analyzed 282 
studies published between January 1991 and April 2021.1 It 
is noteworthy that, considering that the virtual methods 
are effective in providing continuing medical education 
(CME) during the COVID-19 pandemic,2 it was surprising to 
find that in the paper of Cheng and colleagues, isolation of 
physicians from one another was considered only as a 
disadvantage in virtual continuing medical education. This 
isolation was depicted as a representation of impersonal 
interactions, without exploring the potential advantage of 
such isolation in safeguarding physicians with 
compromised immune systems or underlying health 
conditions that increase the risk of complications upon 
exposure to acute infectious diseases (e.g., COVID-19). 
Considering the shortage of doctors willing to teach,3 
primarily in Family Medicine, which was not addressed in 
the paper by Cheng and colleagues, another advantage of 
virtual learning is its potential to mitigate the challenges 
associated with medical teacher shortages. Virtual CME 
offers a solution that can help bridge the gap between the 

need for medical education and the limited availability of 
experienced medical teachers, particularly in Global South 
countries. While online learning cannot replicate the 
invaluable experience provided by in-person training, it 
serves as an important tool to protect doctors during 
periods of infectious diseases and has the potential to 
address the challenges posed by medical teacher 
shortages. 
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