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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Ethnie power. Concept. Power Locations and Practices against thé State in
African Modem/ty. Comparative Analysis of Mourides (Sénégal) and Luba
(Congo-Zaïre)
The many sided African crisis is above ail a crisis of the modem and exogenous
State in so far as it conveys the individualisation process. When analysed from
the point of view of endogenous practices and rationality. it reveals formalised
practices and a local political culture. With colonisation these two elements,
built one on the other. have promoted and reinforced the ethnie power. its
organisational structures and practices. as a counter-power opposing the State
in post-colonial society. The case studies of Mouride (Senegal) and Luba
(Congo-Kinshasa) ethnie power show that the weberian model of the modem
State is not a panacea and that the paradigm of "State-civil society" and its
current conceptualisation both inhibate attempts to develop new approaches
of the State as well as political and historical realities of Africa into a universal
and global perspective.
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