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Article abstract
The Double Spiral and the National Identity
Does the Maori Traditional Abstract Art Hâve a Meaning ?
How do the Maori of New Zealand give meaning to motifs like the double spiral
classified by westerners either as 'décorative' or as 'abstract art' ? Six codes or
styles are considered hère : a) codes of social classification, b) codes of tattooed
body parts, c) verbal codes (proverbs, anecdotes, myths) linking each figure to
a particular message, d) physiological codes, linking the figure to a range of
alternative facial expressions, e) historical transformations of the verbal codes,
especially as allusions to millenarian movements, f) historical transformations
of the image codes, rendering them stylistically multivocal as they are relatable
both to western contemporary and to identifiably maori styles.
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