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Article abstract
Japon in thé Age of Internationalization
" Internationalization " is the term used by many Japanese to describe the
process in which their country is engaged since 1980. In this article, the author
examines how Japanese writers conceive of this process at the economie and
cultural level. Economically, internationalization refers, first, to the opening of
the Japanese market, especially for agricultural imports, second, to the
international exchange of goods, capital and information, and, thirdly, to the
expansion of Japanese firms outside of Japan. At the cultural level, Japanese
authors, recognizing their country's economie strength, are attempting to solve
the problem of Japan's identity and the problem of the decline of Western
civilization through the diffusion of Japanese culture as a basis for a new world
civilization. In this context, internationalization seems to be an extension of
Japan's nationalism.
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