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Article abstract
The Evolution of Paternal Care in Primates and Hominids
In this paper, I examine one of the most intriguing behavioural trait of the
human species : the participation of the male to parental care. First, I briefly
review the existence of paternal care in non-human primates in order to shed
some light on the phylogenetic background of this behaviour in Homo sapiens.
I then consider some of the recent scenarios of hominization that explicitely
incorporate the evolution of paternal care in their schemes. The common
elements and respective weaknesses of those scenarios are stressed, and future
lines of research are suggested.
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