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Article abstract
Western Make-Up, Sexuality and the Cult of the Virgin Mary
The first section of this paper provides a critical review of previous
anthropological studies on makeup and a discussion of salient points to be
drawn from data about the uses of body paint in various cultures : while the
second section provides a semiotic analysis of Western make-up and its
Christian symbolism. Although Western make-up is undoubtedly charged with
sexual meanings, this has been emphasized at the unnecessary expense of
important spiritual values implicated in the use of make-up, the colours
chosen, the parts of the body painted, and the occasions selected for its use.
This occidental form of make-up is coordinated by a range of Christian
personalities to be incarnated.
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