Document généré le 7 juin 2024 14:25

Etudes/Inuit/Studies I ETUDES i t

nu

STUDIES

The end of “Eskimo land”: Yupik relocation in Chukotka,
1958-1959

La fin de la «Terre eskimo»: relocalisation yupik en Tchoukotka

Igor Krupnik et Mikhail Chlenov

Volume 31, numéro 1-2, 2007 Résumé de l'article

Iy a cinquante ans, pendant I’été 1958, les autorités russes ont entrepris un

Tchoukotka programme de relocalisation massive de la population yupik de la péninsule
Chukotka des Tchouktches en Sibérie. Quelques 800 personnes, ou environ 70% de cette
petite nation de 1100 individus a I’époque, ont été forcées de quitter leur lieu
URI : https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/019715ar de résidence et ont été transférées vers d’autres communautés. L’essentiel des
DOI : https://doi.org/10.7202/019715ar faits relatifs a la relocalisation yupik est connu depuis les années 1960 mais

aucun récit de premiere main n’a jamais été publié. Cet article présente une
vue d’ensemble de la fermeture des trois plus grands villages yupik sibériens,
Naukan, Ungaziq (Chaplino) et Plover en 1958-1959 ainsi que du déplacement
de leurs résidents, a travers leurs souvenirs et leurs récits personnels que les
auteurs ont recueillis durant les années 1970 et 1980. L’article soutient que ces
Editeur(s) relocalisations yupik par les autorités soviétiques dans les années 1950 ont été
sans précédent en terme d’échelle et d’effet traumatisant, méme si on les
compare aux programmes de repeuplement initiés par d’autres Etats qui
visaient de nombreuses communautés inuit en Alaska, au Canada et au
Groenland.
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Indeed, the people of Ungaziq were fortunate, as they moved their whole community,
including their village council and collective farm. At the new location, those in charge
saw to providing housing and work for the settlers. The village collective farm and its
Russian chairman, Ilyin, were the key social force involved in moving the people and
getting them settled. The residents of Ungaziq also received more assistance from the state,
compared to the Naukan exiles. The new village in Tkachen Bay, which in 1960 received
the official name “New Chaplino,” was their site to stay. No traditional Yupik institutions,
such as clans, boat crews, kin groups ever figured in the elders’ recollections of the
relocation. As a result, the territorial basis of the village of Ungaziq, with its structure of
old clan sites and neighbourhoods was not restored at the new site. For some, the new
village probably did fit the image of the future life (Figure 2), if judged by the written
narrative of one of the Yupik activists of the time, under the symbolic title Nash rodnoi
Ungazik (‘Our beloved Ungaziq’):

Now our village has a new name, New Chaplino. And it is indeed new, for nothing of the
old is left. All the Eskimos live in pretty, comfortable frame houses. The village looks
smart. A big school has been built. Now pupils live in the boarding school, supported
completely by the state. Preschoolers attend nurseries and kindergartens that are paid for by
the government. The village has a good store and a post office. Soon there will be a hospital.
The collective farm has built a ranch, and is raising blue fox. A culture centre has been built
and a large, mechanised processing facility [for marine mammals] has been built” (Aivangu
1985[1961]: 56).

Contrary to Aivangu’s statements, Tkachen Bay proved to be a “dead site” for the
Yupik marine economy as the bustling construction effort turned former hunters into
unskilled labourers:

In Ungaziq we had six of our crews: those of Utgga, Ayanga, Pikesaq, Utataawen, Silleqa,
and Yatelen, all older, experienced boat captains. When the people of Qiwaaq were
relocated [to Ungaziq] in 1952, there were ten crews altogether. And when we were moved
to Tkachen, only five were left. Nothing was right, somehow. I didn’t hunt any more
myself. And the others, too, were largely in construction. [...] Their crews were ended
[disbanded], and everyone was put into construction. I resumed hunting only in 1965. At
that time there were only two crews for all of [New] Chaplino: Naptaq’s and mine
(Tagitutkaq 1981 in Krupnik 2000: 218).

When we visited both Nunyamo and New Chaplino in summer 1971, the feeling of
depression and homesickness for the ancestral sites was common to both. At the site of the
deserted village at Cape Chaplin, a polar station, a border post, and a Russian military unit
remained. The remains of abandoned houses were vandalised, and the village rapidly fell
into disrepair. At the time of our visits to Ungaziq in the 1970s, the place left a dreadful
impression. The house ruins had turned into garbage heaps. Rusty oil drums and
abandoned equipment were strewn everywhere; the ground was covered with tractor
tracks. The border guards had dug trenches cutting across the old village in case of an
“American invasion.” The old cemetery was a wreck. The former residents were
prohibited from visiting; the few who managed the trip returned with tales of desolation. In
New Chaplino, people were sick and depressed over the state of their home village:
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