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BOOK REVIEWS/COMPTES RENDUS 

BUILT FORMS AND SOCIAL REALITIES: 
A REVIEW ESSAY OF RECENT WORK ON 

CANADIAN HERITAGE STRUCTURES 

This r e v i e w e s s a y b e g a n a s a 
c r i t i q u e o f r e c e n t w o r k on t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i e s of s e v e r a l 
Canadian c i t i e s but b l o s s o m e d i n t o 
a b r o a d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of some of 
t h e l i n k s be tween academic r e s e a r c h 
on Canadian h i s t o r i c a l l a n d s c a p e s 
and t h e d e b a t e t o c o n s e r v e some of 
t h e b e s t a n d / o r t y p i c a l s t r u c t u r e s 
of t h a t past.-*- While Alan 
A r t i b i s e and G i l b e r t S t e l t e r h a v e 
r e c e n t l y u s e d t h e p h r a s e " T h e 
Usab le Urban P a s t " ^ as an u m b r e l l a 
f o r e s s a y s on e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 
p l a n n i n g and p o l i t i c s , i t i s c l e a r 
t h a t t h e b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t a l s o 
c o n t r i b u t e s a s i g n i f i c a n t u r b a n 
p a s t : o l d b u i l d i n g s p r o v i d e 
t e x t u r a l and c u l t u r a l c o m p o n e n t s 
t h a t c a n and s h o u l d e n h a n c e t h e 
q u a l i t y o f p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e 
Canadian c i t i e s . The a s s u m p t i o n s 
u n d e r l y i n g s u c h a b e l i e f a r e , f o r 
t h e m o s t p a r t , v a g u e a n d a r e 
r e f l e c t e d i n t h e v a r i e t y o f 
a p p r o a c h e s towards t h e s tudy of t h e 
b u i l t p a s t . These i n c l u d e r o m a n t i c 
a n d n o s t a l g i c v i e w s , n e g a t i v e 
a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s m o d e r n 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , l a b e l l i n g f o r 
e d u c a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s , and a l s o a 
p e r c e p t i o n of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n a s an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y s e n s i b l e w a y o f 
c u t t i n g c o s t s r a t h e r t h a n embarking 
on e x p e n s i v e new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

T h e C a n a d i a n p r e s e r v a t i o n 
movement i s n o t e a s i l y d e f i n e d . 
I t s r a t i o n a l e i s u n c e r t a i n , b o t h 
b e c a u s e of t h e r e l a t i v e i n f a n c y of 
v o l u n t e e r g r o u p s and g o v e r n m e n t 
a g e n c i e s c h a r g e d w i t h c o n s e r v i n g 
s t r u c t u r e s or s t r e e t s c a p e s and a l s o 
b e c a u s e t h e p r o c e d u r e s v a r y 
c o n s i d e r a b l y b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s a n d p r o v i n c e s . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , b o t h t h e f e a s i b i l i t y 
and d e s i r a b i l i t y of p r e s e r v a t i o n , 
c o n s e r v a t i o n , o r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
have t o be seen in t h e c o n t e x t of a 
s o c i e t y based on s t r o n g l y d e f e n d e d 
p r o p e r t y r i g h t s , t a x d i s i n c e n t i v e s , 
a n d a g e n e r a l h i s t o r i c a l 
i n s e n s i t i v i t y . While t h e s a l i e n c e 
of p r o p e r t y r i g h t s and t h e economic 
p r e s s u r e s t o r e n e w a r e i n 
t h e m s e l v e s c o m p l e x i s s u e s t h a t 
m e r i t s e p a r a t e e s s a y s , t h i s p a p e r 
c o n c e n t r a t e s on t h e p o t e n t i a l s and 
w e a k n e s s e s of a t t e m p t s t o i n c u l c a t e 
a h i s t o r i c a l s e n s i t i v i t y - n a m e l y 
t h e c r e a t i o n of a c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
t h a t t h e p a s t i s i m p o r t a n t and t h a t 
a b r o a d r a n g e of a r t i f a c t s h a v e 
i m p o r t a n t n o n - m o n e t a r y v a l u e . 

W h i l e m a n y p e o p l e m i g h t 
s u b s c r i b e t o t h e v a l u e of t h e p a s t , 
o n l y a c l e a r l y a r t i c u l a t e d a n d 
c o n v i n c i n g l y a rgued c a s e for s a v i n g 
o l d b u i l d i n g s c a n p o s s i b l y h a v e 
c u r r e n c y i n t h e f a c e o f s t r o n g 
m a r k e t f o r c e s t h a t a r e p r o m p t i n g 
t h e d e m o l i t i o n o r o t h e r w i s e 
t r a n s f o r m i n g s t r u c t u r e s for c u r r e n t 
n e e d s . The t a s k of a r t i c u l a t i n g 
h e r i t a g e v a l u e h a s , u n t i l r e c e n t l y , 
b e e n d o m i n a t e d by a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
h i s t o r i a n s . S e v e r a l r e c e n t 
p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t r e f l e c t t h e i r 
p e r s p e c t i v e a r e r ev iewed h e r e a long 
w i t h e x a m p l e s o f t h e g r o w i n g 
l i t e r a t u r e d e s c r i b i n g v a r i o u s 
p r e s e r v a t i o n s t r a t e g i e s . T h e i r 
s t r e n g t h s and s h o r t c o m i n g s w i l l be 
d i s c u s s e d . The embryo e x i s t s of a 
m o r e e g a l i t a r i a n a p p r o a c h t o 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g and r e s p e c t i n g t h e 
b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t s of t h e p a s t , 
w h i c h c a n b e r e g a r d e d a s a 
b r o a d e n i n g o f t h e l e n s t h r o u g h 
which we see h e r i t a g e l a n d s c a p e s . 
V e r n a c u l a r s t r u c t u r e s , s y m b o l i c of 
o r d i n a r y m e n a n d w o m e n , a r e 
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i n c r e a s i n g l y g i v e n a t t e n t i o n i n 
c o m m u n i t y d e s i g n a t i o n s a l o n g s i d e 
t h e more i m p r e s s i v e s t r u c t u r e s 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h famous o r w e a l t h y 
p e r s o n a g e s . T h i s new p e r s p e c t i v e 
may be r e g a r d e d a s an e s s e n t i a l 
p r e - c o n d i t i o n f o r e f f e c t i v e 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . H o w e v e r , s i n c e t h e 
whole d e s i g n a t i o n p r o c è s s m i g h t be 
seen as an e l i t e s t e x e r c i s e , e v e n 
t h i s b r o a d e n i n g of t h e d e f i n i t i o n s 
m i g h t n o t p r o v i d e a c o h e r e n t 
pa rad igm for f u t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n . 
I n d e e d , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n f o r c e s t h a t 
a r e l a r g e l y w i t h i n t h e 
p r o f i t - o r i e n t e d marke t p l a c e m i g h t 
c o n t i n u e t o domina te t h e s e l e c t i o n 
of e l e m e n t s of t h e p a s t t h a t a r e t o 
b e p a r t o f t h e u r b a n f u t u r e ; 
a c c o r d i n g l y e f f e c t i v e h e r i t a g e 
c o n s e r v a t i o n m i g h t n e e d t o f o c u s 
l e s s on a e s t h e t i c a r g u m e n t s a n d 
more on t h e need for d i f f e r e n t t a x 
i n c e n t i v e s and d e s i r a b l e l a n d - u s e 
m i x e s . 

The Context for Conservation 

In a s o c i e t y where t h e m a r k e t 
p l a c e d e f i n e s t h e q u a l i t y of t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t , c o n s e r v â t i o n 
p e r s p e c t i v e s n e e d t o be s e n s i t i v e 
t o p r a g m a t i c r e a l i t i e s . 
P r e s e r v a t i o n c a n become b u s i n e s s , 
b u t b u s i n e s s a l w a y s comes b e f o r e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n . In Vancouver , t h e 
B i r k s B u i l d i n g on t h e p r i m e r e a l 
e s t a t e c o r n e r o f G r a n v i l l e a n d 
Geo rg i a S t r e e t s , h a d t o come down 
s o t h a t t h e Bank of N o v a S c o t i a 
c o u l d h o i s t i t s c o r p o r a t e l o g o 
h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e of i t s f o u r m a i n 
c o m p e t i t o r s . The same c o m p e t i t i o n 
f o r h e i g h t , s y m b o l i s m , a n d 
m o d e r n i t y can be s e e n i n one form 
o r a n o t h e r f rom V i c t o r i a t o S t . 
J o h n ' s . O f t e n o n l y w h e r e t h e 
" h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t " i s o f f - c e n t r e ; 
i . e . , w h e r e i t d o e s n o t o c c u p y 
s i t e s s o u g h t a f t e r f o r m o d e r n 
c o m m e r c e , d o e s i t a p p e a r t h a t 
" p r e s e r v a t i o n " c a n t a k e p l a c e . 
T h e r e a r e c o n s i d e r a b l e f i l e s o f 

n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t s on " d e m o l i t i o n 
f o r p r o g r e s s " t h r o u g h o u t C a n a d a , 
and each i s s u e of Canadian 
Heritage magazine i n v a r i a b l y 
c o n t a i n s l i t a n i e s of woe d e s c r i b i n g 
e x a m p l e s of p e r c e i v e d b a r b a r i s m . 
R a t h e r t han i t e m i z e such c a s e s and 
i d e n t i f y "marke t p l a c e c u l p r i t s " a 
more u s e f u l a p p r o a c h m i g h t be t o 
ask what i s b e i n g done t o p r o t e c t 
t h e s t o c k t h a t r ema ins and w h e t h e r 
t h i s a c t i o n i s e f f e c t i v e . 

T h e r e a r e t w o m a i n a v e n u e s 
w h e r e b y p r e s e r v a t i o n o r 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o c c u r s . One i s 
b u s i n e s s p r e s e r v a t i o n , w h e r e t h e r e 
i s a d a p t a t i o n of a b u i l d i n g t o new 
( c u r r e n t ) u s e s . The s t r u c t u r e 
r e m a i n s but in a d i f f e r e n t c o n t e x t . 
O l d h o u s e s o r w a r e h o u s e s a r e 
t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o f a s h i o n a b l e 
o f f i c e s , r e s t a u r a n t s , b o u t i q u e s , or 
a p a r t m e n t s . T h e s t r u c t u r e , 
a l t h o u g h now d e v o i d of i t s i n t i a l 
" a u t h e n t i c i t y , " i s e x p l o i t e d f o r 
i t s h e r i t a g e v a l u e . A s e c o n d 
a p p r o a c h i s p u b l i c s e c t o r 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , w h e r e b y s t r u c t u r e s 
a r e a d a p t e d f o r p u b l i c f u n c t i o n s 
( a g a i n in a d i f f e r e n t c o n t e x t from 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e ) , o r e l s e 
a r e k e p t f o r e x p l i c i t l y m u s e u m 
p u r p o s e s . 

T h e r e a r e an i n c r e a s i n g l y 
l a r g e number of C a n a d i a n e x a m p l e s 
of b u s i n e s s a d a p t a t i o n . V i c t o r i a ' s 
B a s t i o n S q u a r e , V a n c o u v e r ' s 
G a s t o w n , and T o r o n t o ' s Y o r k v i l l e 
and S t . Lawrence M a r k e t d i s t r i c t s 
come t o mind. H a l i f a x ' s w a t e r f r o n t 
H i s t o r i c P r o p e r t i e s p r o v i d e 
e x p e n s i v e s h o p s and r e s t a u r a n t s 
c l o s e t o t h e c i t y ' s new c o m p l e x of 
h o t e l s , o f f i c e t o w e r s , a n d 
c o n v e n t i o n c e n t r e . I n t h e s e and 
o t h e r e x a m p l e s , t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n of 
f e d e r a l , p r o v i n c i a l , and m u n i c i p a l 
government shou ld be n o t e d . I t 
i s t e m p t i n g t o comment t h a t b o t h 
t h e m e r c h a n d i s e and c h a r a c t e r of 
s u c h p l a c e s a r e o f t e n 
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i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r o m c i t y t o 
c i t y , t h o u g h t h e s h e l l s o f t h e 
b u i l d i n g s c l e a r l y r e f l e c t t h e 
e a r l i e r y e a r s of t h e p a r t i c u l a r 
c i t y . T h e r e i s u n d o u b t e d l y a 
t e n s i o n b e t w e e n t h e o r i g i n a l 
p u r p o s e of t h e s t r u c t u r e of a r e a 
a n d p r a g m a t i c c o m m e r c i a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , a n d i n v a r i a b l y 
a u t h e n t i c i t y i s a c a s u a l t y . I n 
O n t a r i o , h i s t o r i c N i a g a r a - o n - t h e -
L a k e i s c e r t a i n l y s u c c e s s f u l 
h e r i t a g e b u s i n e s s , b u t t h e i m p a c t 
of t o u r i s m on t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i t y 
h a s c a u s e d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
p r o b l e m s . In T o r o n t o , t h e 
w h i t e - p a i n t e r s of C a b b a g e t o w n a r e 
p r e s e r v i n g some o f t h e c i t y ' s 
V i c t o r i a n s t o c k , bu t t h e r e a r e some 
d u b i o u s s i d e - e f f e c t s . R e a l e s t a t e 
d e v e l o p e r D a r r e l l K e n t ' s comment 
t h a t " I ' v e a l w a y s r e s e n t e d t h e 
f e e l i n g t h a t t h e p o o r h a d a 
God-g iven r i g h t t o t h e downtown" i s 
symptomat ic of t h e s o c i a l c o s t s of 
t h e " g e n t r i f i c a t i o n " p r o c e s s . 
F u t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n s t r a t e g i s t s 
need t o a d d r e s s t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e s e 
b r o a d e r s o c i a l q u e s t i o n s . 

E x a m p l e s o f t h e s e c o n d 
a p p r o a c h , p u b l i c s e c t o r 
c o n s e r v a t i o n , r a i s e t h e p r o b l e m of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s and p u r p o s e . In 
s o m e c a s e s , s t r u c t u r e s a r e 
r e c o g n i z e d a s r a r e c o m m o d i t i e s 
h i g h l y v a l u e d b e c a u s e o f t h e i r 
r a r i t y , and g r o u p s t h a t s u b s c r i b e 
t o t h a t r a r i t y v a l u e s u b s c r i b e t o 
t h e b u i l d i n g ' s s u r v i v a l . 
Un iqueness i s c l a i m e d fo r t h e o n l y 
s u r v i v i n g example , " t h e p l a c e where 
a famous p e r s o n a g e l i v e d , " or where 
" a n h i s t o r i c f i g u r e m a d e a 
s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
r e g i o n a l or n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , " o r 
" t h e f i r s t example of a p a r t i c u l a r 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e . " 
A l t e r n a t i v e l y a b u i l d i n g ' s v a l u e i s 
r e c o g n i z e d i n r e l a t i o n t o some 
r e g i o n a l o r n a t i o n a l s e t o f 
i d e n t i t i e s . Examples might i n c l u d e 
an o ld j a i l , a t e n e m e n t , a c h u r c h , 

o r a h o u s e t y p i c a l of a c e r t a i n 
s o c i a l group or a r e a . T h i s m i g h t 
b e s e e n a s a n " e d u c a t i o n a l " 
p e r s p e c t i v e , though i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
t o u t i l i z e a l l t h e s t r u c t u r e s i n a 
m a n n e r t h a t p r e s e r v e s b o t h t h e i r 
p r e s e n c e as o n - g o i n g s t o c k and a l s o 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e . I n s t a n c e s 
of " r a r i t y l a b e l l i n g " a b o u n d , a s 
l e g i t i m a t e r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e b i r t h 
s i t e s o r r e s i d e n c e of i m p o r t a n t 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s , e . g . B e l l e v u e , t h e 
K i n g s t o n home of John A. Macdonald , 
o r t h e B r a n t f o r d h o m e s t e a d o f 
A l e x a n d e r G r a h a m B e l l . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s a p p r o a c h 
p r e c l u d e s t h e p e r h a p s a n o n y m o u s 
s t r u c t u r e s n e x t door t o B e l l ' s , o r 
N e l l i e M c L u n g ' s , o r N o r m a n 
B e t h u n e ' s . The " b i o g r a p h y o f 
l a n d s c a p e , " as Marwyn S a m u e l s h a s 
r e c e n t l y a r g u e d , i s an i m p o r t a n t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n when we t r y to a t t a c h 
m e a n i n g t o p l a c e s . B u t w h o s e 
b i o g r a p h y ? Too o f t e n f a r m h o u s e s , 
r e s i d e n c e s , b a n k s , and o l d o f f i c e 
b u i l d i n g s need r a r i t y b i o g r a p h i e s 
b e f o r e t h e y come w i t h i n t h e p u b l i c 
l e n s . ^ Of c o u r s e , even t h i s i s 
no t s u f f i c i e n t in many c a s e s : t h e 
g r e a t a r e o n l y g r e a t w i t h i n a 
s y m p a t h e t i c i d e o l o g i c a l c o n t e x t -
w i t n e s s t h e 1975 d e s t r u c t i o n i n 
M o n t r e a l o f r a i l r o a d b u i l d e r 
W i l l i a m Van H o m e ' s mans ion . 

E f f e c t i v e h e r i t a g e 
c o n s e r v a t i o n f o r c i t y s c a p e s o r 
s t r u c t u r e s t h a t a r e not o f t e n 
a m e n a b l e t o a p e r s o n a l i t y / 
p r e c i o u s n e s s c a t e g o r i z a t i o n d e p e n d 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y on t h e p r i o r i t i e s of 
p r o v i n c i a l m i n i s t r i e s of c u l t u r e , 
t h e H i s t o r i c S i t e s and Monuments 
B o a r d of C a n a d a , a n d m u n i c i p a l 
p l a n n i n g d e p a r t m e n t s . I t i s h e r e 
t h a t t h e academic community can and 
d o e s c o n t r i b u t e . T h r o u g h d i r e c t 
c o n s u l t i n g , p a r t i c i p a t i o n o n 
v a r i o u s h i s t o r i c a l b o a r d s , and t h e 
t r a i n i n g of s t u d e n t s who b e c o m e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l h e r i t a g e 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , t h e a c a d e m i c 
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c o m m u n i t y i s i n a p o s i t i o n t o 
i n f l u e n c e p r i o r i t i e s for t h e p u b l i c 
p u r s e . How t h i s o c c u r s , w i t h wha t 
o b j e c t i v e s , and w i t h whose v a l u e s 
a r e p o i n t s n o t c l e a r l y d e f i n e d . 
Too o f t e n s c h o l a r s h a v e b e e n 
o b l i v i o u s o f t h e s o c i a l 
r e a l i t i e s ■*■ s u r r o u n d i n g b u i l d i n g s , 
w i t h t h e consequence t h a t t h e v a s t 
m a j o r i t y of s t r u c t u r e s a r e i g n o r e d . 
F o r e x a m p l e , V a n c o u v e r h a s o n l y 
twen ty - two b u i l d i n g s d e s i g n a t e d for 
t h e i r h e r i t a g e v a l u e . A p l a q u e on 
one of them s imply s t a t e s " C i t y of 
Vancouver H e r i t a g e B u i l d i n g : Brock 
House , Mac l u r e and Fox, 1 9 1 3 . " So 
s u c c e s s f u l has been t h e " e d u c a t i o n " 
o f t h o s e i n v o l v e d i n h e r i t a g e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n t h a t t h e s e two r a r i t y 
b i o g r a p h i e s - o w n e r a n d f a m o u s 
a r c h i t e c t - a r e s u f f i c i e n t 
s h o r t h a n d l a b e l s f o r h e r i t a g e 
Vancouver . S t r u c t u r e s w i t h o u t such 
l a b e l s s u f f e r t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s of 
a n o n y m i t y - d e s t r u c t i o n a n d 
r e p l a c e m e n t - u n t i l , p r e s u m a b l y , 
t h e l a s t r e m a i n i n g o r d i n a r y 
c o n t r a c t o r - b u i l t h o u s e o f t h e 
1 8 9 0 s , 1 9 0 0 s , o r 1 9 2 0 s i s 
r e c o g n i z e d a n d l a b e l l e d ! I n 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t wha t p e o p l e w r i t e 
about i n f l u e n c e s wha t p e o p l e deem 
i m p o r t a n t , I am a r g u i n g t h a t much 
c u r r e n t l i t e r a t u r e i s p r o c c u p i e d 
w i t h a h i g h l y r a r i f i e d s e t o f 
c r i t e r i a t h a t i n f l u e n c e s 
d e s i g n a t i o n . T h e s e v a l u e s , a n d 
i n d e e d t h e a r t i f a c t s u n d e r 
e x a m i n a t i o n , a r e n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 
a l l t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e . 

Some Recent Publications On 
Canadian Architectural History 

M a r t i n S e g g e r , a r e s p e c t e d and 
i n f l u e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
h i s t o r i a n , s u g g e s t s i n a 
c o - a u t h o r e d book on V i c t o r i a , B . C . 
t h a t r e g i o n a l h i s t o r y i s c l e a r l y 
r e v e a l e d t h r o u g h a r c h i t e c t u r e . 2 
He p r e s e n t s h i s c a s e t h r o u g h f o u r 
i n t r o d u c t o r y e s s a y s on s o c i e t y , 
economy, t e c h n o l o g y , and a e s t h e t i c s 

d u r i n g V i c t o r i a ' s f o r m a t i v e y e a r s , 
a n d f o l i o w s t h e s e w i t h f o u r 
s u g g e s t e d t o u r g u i d e s t o t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r e of t h e i n n e r c i t y . 
T h e s e a r e t r e a t e d t h r o u g h 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s (by Douglas F r a n k l i n ) 
and d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h i r t y - o n e 
b u i l d i n g s i n "Old T o w n , " s i x t e e n 
h o u s e s in t h e J a m e s Bay d i s t r i c t , 
some f o u r t e e n c h u r c h e s , and t h e n 
t w e n t y - n i n e b u i l d i n g s i n a t o u r 
t i t l e d " V i c t o r i a ' s r e s i d e n c e . " 
S e g g e r ' s i n t r o d u c t o r y e s s a y s on the 
c i t y ' s h i s t o r y r e l y f a r too h e a v i l y 
on f l o w e r y c o n t e m p o r a r y a c c o u n t s 
a n d , l i k e h i s s e l e c t i o n o f 
b u i l d i n g s for t he r e s i d e n t i a l t o u r , 
a r e a s e v e r e l y s c r e e n e d v e r s i o n of 
t h e p a s t . P e r s o n s l i v i n g i n 
V i c t o r i a s e e k i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 
t h e i r house as p a r t of t h a t c i t y ' s 
r ich , r e s i d e n t i a l l a n d s c a p e w i l l be 
s e v e r e l y d i s a p p o i n t e d i f t h e y do 
n o t l i v e i n a s p r a w l i n g T u d o r 
R e v i v a l mansion or l a r g e h o u s e s i n 
a few o t h e r s t y l e s . T h i s i s a book 
l a r g e l y on V i c t o r i a as s y m b o l i z e d 
by s t r u c t u r e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 
s m a l l g r o u p o f m e r c h a n t s a n d 
c a p i t a l i s t s who we re a d o m i n a n t 
e l e m e n t o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a ' s 
economy and s o c i e t y f o r s o m a n y 
y e a r s . As s u c h S e g g e r o f f e r s a 
p r i m e r f o r o n l y o n e s t r a n d o f 
r e g i o n a l h i s t o r y i n a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
Even t h e d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e mos t 
i m p r e s s i v e p a l a c e o f t h e m a l l , 
Rober t D u n s m u i r ' s Craigdarroch 
Castlej c o n t a i n s l i t t l e i n d i c a t i o n 
a b o u t t h e r o o t o f h i s w e a l t h , 
n a m e l y t h e c o a l m i n i n g t o w n s of 
Vancouver I s l a n d where m i n e r s l i v e d 
i n company s h a c k s . ^ For t he 
most p a r t , s t r u c t u r e s a r e d e s c r i b e d 
t h r o u g h the d e t a i l e d b i o g r a p h y of 
t h e b u s i n e s s owner, or t h r o u g h t h e 
b i o g r a p h y of t h e a r c h i t e c t . I f 
t h e r e i s no ' f a m o u s ' o w n e r o r 
a r c h i t e c t , t h e n a b u i l d i n g r a r e l y 
i s c o n s i d e r e d . "Owner u n k n o w n " o r 
" a r c h i t e c t unknown" i s a l a b e l of 
l a s t - r e s o r t , and a few s t r u c t u r e s , 
s e l e c t e d g e n e r a l l y b e c a u s e t h e y a re 
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l o c a t e d b e t w e e n more i m p o s i n g 
bu i ld ings on suggested r o u t e s , a r e 
d i s c u s s e d u n d e r t h i s h e a d i n g . 
Natura l ly the a r c h i t e c t is unknown, 
i f a s t r u c t u r e i s the p roduc t of a 
p a t t e r n book f loor p lan ; r e q u i r i n g 
a r a r i t y / u n i q u e n e s s biography makes 
i t easy t o t r e a t a b u i l d i n g as 
almost i n s i g n i f i c a n t . For example, 
Segger d e s c r i b e s a h o u s e a t 309 
Simcoe ( a r c h i t e c t unknown) as a 

t y p i c a l H i g h V i c t o r i a n 
b u i l d e r ' s h o u s e o f a k i n d 
w h i c h was thrown up b y 
s p e c u l a t i v e b u i l d e r s d u r i n g 
t h e I 8 8 0 s a n d e a r l y 1 8 9 0 s . 
T h e s y m m e t r i c a l p l a n i s 
marred by an off-centre 
p o r c h and bay w i n d o w w h i c h a r e 
merely a d d e d t o t h e 
t w o - s t o r e y box. S i m i I a r I y 
tacked On a r e t h e 
m a s s - p r o d u c e d , c a t a I o g u e 
o r d e r e d d e c o r a t i v e f e a t u r e s 
l i k e t h e m i l l e d p o r c h p o s t s 
and s p i n d l e o r n a m e n t s o r t h e 
tOOSlender r o o f b r a c k e t s . 1 4 

The fact tha t t he house was neve r 
intended as a symmetrical house i s 
i r r e l e v a n t i f t h i s a r b i t e r of 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e deems 
tha t symmetry i s t he c r i t e r i a for 
judging the s t r u c t u r e . A s i m i l a r 
i m b a l a n c e i s e v i d e n t i n t h e 
c o v e r a g e o f t h e H . G . W i l s o n 
r e s idence , which rece ives a t t e n t i o n 
a s a o n e - o f - a - k i n d C a l i f o r n i a 
Bungalow, poss ib ly because i t i s a 
r a r e V ic to r i a " h i g h - a r t " example of 
a s t y l e insp i red by the except iona l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e of t h e Pasadena f i rm 
of Greene and Greene . The more 
widespread " b u i l d e r s ' v e r n a c u l a r " 
C a l i f o r n i a Bungalow, p e r h a p s t h e 
most popular model in the p r e - 1 9 1 4 
boom, rece ives minimal a t t e n t i o n in 
t h e t e x t a n d c e r t a i n l y n o 
i l l u s t r a t i o n . Does t h i s absence 
s u g g e s t what i s i r r e l e v a n t o r 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t in V i c t o r i a landscape 
he r i t age? 

S imi la r ly s e l e c t i v e s c r e e n i n g 
i s a p p a r e n t i n W i l l i a m D e n d y ' s 
Lost Toronto 3^ a volume tha t 
c o n t a i n s a superb c o l l e c t i o n of 
photos of bu i ld ings now d e s t r o y e d , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h s t a t e m e n t s a b o u t 
t h e i r owners and a r c h i t e c t s . Dendy 
i m p l i e s t h a t a b e t t e r , c o s i e r 
To ron to has been r e p l a c e d by an 
u n f e e l i n g commercia l l a n d s c a p e . 
His n o s t a l g i a clouds the f a c t t h a t 
t h e same s o c i a l s t r a t a t h a t now 
o c c u p y t h e new l a n d s c a p e s of 
c o m m e r c e a l s o o c c u p i e d a n d 
dest royed the old tha t made way for 
them. The t e x t , l i k e S e g g e r ' s for 
V i c t o r i a , r eads as a b i o g r a p h y of 
commercial successes or a biography 
of well known a r c h i t e c t s in eve ry 
a t t e m p t to e x p l a i n a s t r u c t u r e ' s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . There is no sense of 
a Toron to l o s t t h a t had w o r k i n g 
p e o p l e , o r s i m p l e , 
n o n - a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d h o u s e s . 
Again, by d e f a u l t , those s t r u c t u r e s 
are not to be mourned or saved. 

Such c r i t i c i s m s do not deny 
t h e p o w e r f u l i m p a c t of D e n d y ' s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of T o r o n t o ' s g r a n d 
homes and i n s t i t u t i o n s and some of 
C a n a d a ' s f i n e s t c o m m e r c i a l 
s t r u c t u r e s . King S t r e e t i n i t s 
Edwardian heyday was an i m p r e s s i v e 
s t r e e t s c a p e , and perhaps i t became 
an i n e v i t a b l e and newly mourned 
v i c t im of commercial p r o g r e s s when 
i t was upgraded t o w a r d s t o d a y ' s 
shiny towers (whereas the ongoing 
dec l ine of Montreal as a f i n a n c i a l 
cen t r e allows us c o n t i n u e d a c c e s s 
to tha t c i t y ' s St . James S t r e e t as 
a " l i v i n g " r e c o r d of C a n a d i a n 
commercial s t r e e t scapes) . Dendy 's 
r e s e a r c h i s i m p r e s s i v e and t h e 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y one h u n d r e d and 
twenty pho tos a re accompanied by 
d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of a r c h i t e c t , 
o w n e r , and s t y l e . Y e t t h e 
i n t e n s e l y academic v o c a b u l a r y of 
h i s t ex t poss ib ly s tands in the way 
of c o m m u n i c a t i n g t o a b r o a d e r 
r e a d e r s h i p . A layman a u d i e n c e i s 
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s u r e l y i m p o r t a n t i f t h e b u i l t p a s t 
i s t o have much c u r r e n c y . I n d e e d , 
one m i g h t a s k w h e t h e r t h i s g u l f 
be tween " i v o r y - t o w e r " a c a d e m i c and 
t h e community h e l p s t o l e n g t h e n t h e 
l i s t of d e m o l i t i o n s . " C e r t a i n l y 
t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n a r g u m e n t s t h a t 
d w e l l on d e t a i l e d e x p l a n a t i o n of 
e i t h e r a r c h i t e c t o r s t y l e r a r e l y 
c o n v i n c e p r a g m a t i c a l d e r m e n a n d 
p l a n n e r s , s e n s i t i v e t o t h e s o c i a l 
and economic v a l u e s of b u i l d i n g o r 
s i t e . S o , f o r e f f e c t i v e 
c o n s e r v a t i o n s t r a t e g i e s , p e r h a p s 
Dendy needs t o go beyond t h e v i s u a l 
e d i t o r i a l s t h a t j u x t a p o s e a s m a l l 
c o n t e m p o r a r y p h o t o g r a p h o f t h e 
p a r k i n g l o t or o f f i c e tower a g a i n s t 
t h e r i c h h i s t o r i c image a c r o s s t h e 
p a g e . 

While t h e s c h o l a r l y p u r s u i t s 
o f a c a d e m i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
h i s t o r i a n s a r e c e r t a i n l y 
l e g i t i m a t e , o n e m i g h t w o n d e r 
w h e t h e r , as p a r t of t h e i r a t t e m p t s 
t o save d i s t i n c t i v e e l e m e n t s of t h e 
b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t s , t h e y c o u l d 
i n t e g r a t e a c r i t i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e on 
t h e e c o n o m i c a n d p o l i t i c a l 
r e a l i t i e s of c o n t e m p o r a r y l a n d u s e 
c h a n g e s . P o s s i b l y t h e y c o u l d do 
more t o c o n v e y t h e n o n - e c o n o m i c 
r i c h n e s s of l a n d s c a p e c o n t i n u i t y , 
r a t h e r t h a n bemoan t h e l o s t p a r t 
f r o m a s o m e w h a t d e t a c h e d a n d 
r a r i f i e d s t a n d p o i n t . A b r o a d e r 
p e r s p e c t i v e i s i ndeed s u g g e s t e d i n 
t h e w o r k o f v a r i o u s m u n i c i p a l 
c h a p t e r s o f I n s t i t u t e s o f 
A r c h i t e c t s , who h a v e d e v e l o p e d 
g u i d e b o o k s t o t r y t o b r i n g t h e 
p u b l i c t o i t s h e r i t a g e . T h e s e 
small guides , Exploring Toronto> 
Exploring Montreal and Exploring 
Halifaxj 7 w i t h s e c t i o n s on 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s , d o w n t o w n 
o f f i c e s , o l d and new b u i l d i n g s , 
e n c o u r a g e t h e r e a d y t o w a l k up t o 
and p a s t b u i l d i n g s and s e e t hem i n 
t h e i r b road u r b a n c o n t e x t , r a t h e r 
t h a n t o i s o l a t e t h e m a s i c o n s . 
T h e i r e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h e p a s t and 

t h e p r e s e n t , t h e i r s t r e s s on b o t h 
t h e i d i o s y n c r a t i c and t h e t y p i c a l , 
can a c t as powerfu l e d u c a t o r s . 

E r i c A r t h u r ' s c l a s s i c book on 
T o r o n t o , No Mean City ^ s t i l l 
o f f e r s an e x c e l l e n t m o d e l f o r t h e 
a p p r e c i a t i o n o f u r b a n b u i l t 
e n v i r o n m e n t , bu t p o s s i b l y t h e b e s t 
r e c e n t work in t h i s a r e a , combining 
d e t a i l e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y 
r e s e a r c h a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c t o u r 
g u i d e i s t h a t p r o v i d e d i n H a l 
Kalman's Exploring Vancouver 
2. -1-" Adopt ing more of a 
Miche 1 i n - g u i d e f o r m a t t h a n t h e 
o t h e r " e x p l o r i n g " v o l u m e s , t h i s too 
i s a g u i d e b o o k a d o p t e d by t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l A r c h i t e c t u r a l I n s t i t u t e . 
J o h n R o a f c o n t r i b u t e s m a n y 
e x c e l l e n t p h o t o g r a p h s of b u i l d i n g s 
under d i s c u s s i o n . The d y n a m i c as 
w e l l as r e l i c l a n d s c a p e i s n o t e d in 
s o m e t e n t o u r s o f t h e c i t y . 
V a n c o u v e r ' s h i s t o r i c c o r e , Gastown, 
as w e l l as China town, t h e b u s i n e s s 
d i s t r i c t , t h e W e s t E n d , a n d 
Shaughnessy a r e a l l c o v e r e d i n s i x 
w a l k i n g t o u r s , w h i l e t h e s u b u r b a n 
d i s t r i c t s t o t h e s o u t h and a c r o s s 
t h e h a r b o u r a r e e x p l o r e d i n f o u r 
d r i v i n g r o u t e s . The f r o n t c o v e r 
p h o t o , of t h e 1913 H u d s o n ' s Bay 
Company b u i l d i n g r e f l e c t e d a l o n g 
w i t h t h e new S e a r s T o w e r i n t h e 
g l a s s o f t h e T o r o n t o D o m i n i o n 
t o w e r , c l e a r l y s i g n a l s t h e 
c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y of o l d a n d n e w , 
and m o s t p a g e s a t t e m p t t o f i t a 
b u i l d i n g i n t o bo th i t s i n t e l l e c t u a l 
and i t s l o c a l f u n c t i o n a l s e t t i n g . 
There a re t imes when Kalman p u r s u e s 
t h e Segger /Dendy r o u t e and u se s the 
" a r c h i t e c t unknown" a p p r o a c h , b u t 
c e r t a i n l y c a b i n s , c o t t a g e s , a n d 
t e n e m e n t s , a s w e l l a s m o d e r n 
a p a r t m e n t t o w e r s a n d t r a c t 
s u b d i v i s i o n s , a r e i n c l u d e d a l o n g 
w i t h s t r u c t u r e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
V a n c o u v e r ' s e l i t e . C o n s e q u e n t l y 
t h e r e a d e r has a b r o a d e r a c c e s s t o 
t h e c i t y , and, by acknowledg ing the 
p l a c e of r e l a t i v e l y commonplace o r 
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"anonymous" s t r u c t u r e s t h e book 
cont r ibutes a possible conservation 
s t r a t e g y . The p o t e n t i a l l i n k 
between Kalman's emphasis and the 
c i t y ' s h e r i t a g e s tock can be seen 
i n a p r o p o s a l - s p o n s o r e d by 
Heritage - to incorporate t h i r t e e n 
ra the r ordinary, but t y p i c a l , frame 
houses in a p u b l i c p a r k fo r t h e 
high r i s e West End d i s t r i c t . 0 
The irony, of course, i s that there 
are many such bui ldings on the east 
s ide , which no one is i n t e r e s t ed in 
p r e s e r v i n g . The c i t y ' s h e r i t a g e 
guardians, s t i l l l a r g e l y educa ted 
on t h e t e x t u r e of t h e g r a n d e r 
w e s t s i d e , tend not to r e g a r d the 
east side as worthy of a t t e n t i o n . 
From th i s b r i e f assessment of the 
s a l i e n t m e s s a g e s of h e r i t a g e 
" tas temakers ," one should now t u r n 
to some of the recent p u b l i c a t i o n s 
t h a t p r e s e n t examples of a c t u a l 
conservation processes . 

Attempts to Define a Usable Urban 
Past 

The p o t e n t i a l l i n k b e t w e e n 
p u b l i c awareness and s u c c e s s f u l 
c o n s e r v a t i o n s t r a t e g i e s has been 
a i d e d by t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e 
Canadian I n v e n t o r y of H i s t o r i c 
Building (C.I .H.B.) in 1970. 2 l 

Establishment of a cen t ra l research 
s t a f f of p r o f e s s i o n a l s in Ottawa 
and r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s h a s b e e n 
f o l l o w e d by p r o v i n c i a l a n d 
municipal he r i t age resea rch u n i t s . 
D e t a i l e d case s t u d i e s of a r e a s , 
bui lding t ypes , and s t y l e - p e r i o d s 
have been forthcoming as we l l as a 
flood of publ ica t ions t ha t c o n t a i n 
examples of h e r i t a g e surveys and 
suggestions on who to c o n t a c t for 
i n f o r m a t i o n o r a s s i s t a n c e i n 
d e s i g n a t i n g a n d p r o t e c t i n g 
s t r u c t u r e s . An e a r l y example of 
s u c h a " m a n u a l " a p p r o a c h i s 
provided by Ann Falkner ' s Without 
Our Pastj22 wr i t t en as a 
handbook for he r i t age p r e s e r v a t i o n 
and s u p p o r t e d by t h e f o r m e r 

M i n i s t r y of S t a t e f o r U r b a n 
Af fa i r s . She reviews what was then 
the s t a t e of the a r t on where and 
how c o n s e r v a t i o n had worked in 
par t s of Canada and America. Such a 
d e s c r i p t i v e i n v e n t o r y i s q u i c k l y 
out-dated as further work i s done, 
but she does bring together , in one 
p l a c e , an i m p r e s s i v e v a r i e t y of 
examples of assessment p rocedures 
on the e v a l u a t i o n of b u i l d i n g s . 
Examples of what to do w i t h t h e 
bui ldings once they are "saved" are 
a l so i n c l u d e d . Fa lkner draws on 
the American author Arthur Zeigler , 
who s t r e s s e s t h a t c o m m u n i t y 
involvement i s fundamenta l : " the 
f i r s t d u t y o f a h i s t o r i c 
preserva t ion group is to a r t i c u l a t e 
t o a communi ty i t s i n d i g e n o u s 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l needs ." J Published 
examples of "how to do i t " her i tage 
s t r a t egy are becoming widespread in 
surveys ^ and in consu l t an t s ' 
r e p o r t s . ^ These are invaluable 
for informat ion-shar ing, p r o v i d i n g 
e v i d e n c e of a r g u m e n t s u s e d 
e l sewhere t h a t are moral suppor t 
f o r t h o s e t h i n k i n g t h e y a r e 
s t ruggl ing in a wi lderness . 

Not a l l r e p o r t s s u c c e e d in 
conveying the i r message. Following 
on t h e h e e l s of F a l k n e r i s a 
p u z z i n g l y v a g u e b o o k by Marc 
D e n h e z , a l a w y e r and o n e - t i m e 
r e s e a r c h d i r e c t o r for H e r i t a g e 
Canada. His Heritage Fights 
Back ^ is a reworking of the 
Canadian submiss ion t o UNESCO's 
i n f o r m a t i o n - s h a r i n g on t h e 
p r o t e c t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i t e s . The o r i g i n a l 
v e r s i o n was h i g h l y t e c h n i c a l and 
l e g a l , w h e r e a s t h i s book i s an 
attempt to t r a n s l a t e the e s s e n t i a l 
a rgumen t fo r t h e C a n a d i a n l a y 
m a r k e t . D e n h e z ' s s t y l e a n d 
c o n t e n t , however, do not provide 
convincing information. Reference 
m a t e r i a l t o s u p p o r t h i s p o i n t s 
would have he lped c o n s i d e r a b l y . 
Almost a q u a r t e r of t h e book i s 
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d e v o t e d t o a c a s e s t u d y o f a 
h e r i t a g e a r e a ( a s t h e UNESCO b r i e f 
r e q u i r e d ) . D e n h e z ' s c h o i c e i s a 
d e t a i l e d c h r o n o l o g y of t h e " B a t t l e 
of Gastown" i n V a n c o u v e r , r e p l e t e 
w i t h t a c t i c a l j a r g o n s u c h a s 
" r e v i e w i n g t h e t r o o p s , " " t h e 
e a s t e r n a n d w e s t e r n f r o n t s , " 
" o f f e n s i v e s " a n d " m o b i l i z i n g 
c i t i z e n r y . " I t i s a s o m e w h a t 
t e n u o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t wou ld 
see t h e Gastown c a s e as a model for 
h e r i t a g e f i g h t i n g back ; t h e b a t t l e 
was mock, and o t h e r f o r c e s w e r e a t 
w o r k i n V a n c o u v e r t o c r e a t e a 
c l i m a t e f o r " s a v i n g " h e r i t a g e . 
T h e s e i n c l u d e d a c i t y - w i d e v o t e r 
f r u s t r a t i o n w i t h t h e 
b u s i n e s s - d o m i n a t e d " N o n - P a r t i s a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n " c o u n c i l , whose s u p p o r t 
f o r f u t u r i s t i c p l a n s f o r a $ 2 0 0 
m i l l i o n w a t e r f r o n t o f f i c e a n d 
r e t a i l s c h e m e , a w a t e r f r o n t 
f r e e w a y , and a t h i r d c r o s s i n g of 
t h e B u r r a r d I n l e t h a d b r o u g h t 
t o g e t h e r a v a r i e t y o f c i t i z e n 

9 7 • 
g r o u p s . ' Given t h a t dominant 
o p p o s i t i o n , t o g e t h e r w i t h a b r o a d 
d e f e n c e of t h e t h r e a t e n e d Chinatown 
d i s t r i c t , t h e v a r i o u s a c t o r s 
i n v o l v e d i n d e f e n d i n g a n d / o r 
e x p l o i t i n g t h e f a b r i c of G a s t o w n 
c o u l d e m e r g e . E v e n w i t h t h e 
" w i n n i n g " of Gastown, i t s ad hoc 
h i s t o r y does n o t r e a l l y p r o v i d e a 
t r a n s - C a n a d i a n m o d e l f o r h e r i t a g e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , n o r d o e s V a n c o u v e r 
n e c e s s a r i l y d e m o n s t r a t e a v i g o r o u s 
commitment t o h e r i t a g e i n t h e wake 
of t h a t " f i g h t . " 2 8 

Denhez was more e f f e c t i v e i n 
t h e r o l e of a h e r i t a g e t a x a t i o n 
l a w y e r i n a p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e 
B r i t i s h Columbia and Yukon H e r i t a g e 
C o n f e r e n c e , t h e p r o c e e d i n g s o f 
which were w r i t t e n up as New Life 
for Old Buildings.2^ Even t h e n , 
i t s h o u l d b e n o t e d , h i s 
c o - p a n e l l i s t , Har ry Rank in , n o t a b l e 
l e f t - w i n g V a n c o u v e r a l d e r m a n , 
r e m i n d s h i m a n d u s o f t h e 
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t o f 

h e r i t a g e , a c o n t e x t w h i c h i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y i m p o r t a n t i n a 
s o c i e t y w h e r e p r o p e r t y i n t e r e s t s 
c l e a r l y d o m i n a t e . 3 0 The B.C. 
c o n f e r e n c e was a f a s c i n a t i n g mix of 
l o c a l a n d n a t i o n a l f i g u r e s , 
p o l i t i c i a n s , l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s , 
b u r e a u c r a t s , a c a d e m i c s , a n d 
i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n s . C . I . H . B . 
r e s e a r c h e r Edward M i l l s e x p r e s s e d 
o n e c l e a r m e s s a g e f r o m t h i s 
m e e t i n g : 

w h i l e n a t i o n a l l y a n d 
p r o v i n c i a l l y b a s e d s u r v e y s and 
s t u d i e s may s e r v e t o d e f i n e 
o u t s t a n d i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
l a n d m a r k s w i t h i n b r o a d e r 
s p h e r e s , t h e onus i s on l o c a l 
g r o u p s t o d e f i n e and p u b l i c i z e 
t h e e x i s t e n c e o f b u i I d i n g s o f 
h i s t o r i c a l and a e s t h e t i c v a l u e 
t o t h e i m m e d i a t e l o c a l e s i n 
w h i c h t h e y l i v e a n d 
w o r k . ' 

P e r h a p s t h e b e s t m o d e l f o r 
such a communi ty-based s t r a t e g y i s 
t o be found i n O n t a r i o . I n t h e 
l a s t two y e a r s t h e r e h a v e b e e n 
s e v e r a l p u b l i c a t i o n s f r o m t h e 
O n t a r i o M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r e a n d 
R e c r e a t i o n t h a t p r o v i d e b o t h 
p r o f e s s i o n a l e x p e r t i s e and m o b i l i s e 
l o c a l p r i d e and l o c a l i n i t i a t i v e . 
F o l l o w i n g t h e p a s s i n g o f t h e 
O n t a r i o H e r i t a g e Act in 1 9 7 4 , some 
e i g h t y L o c a l A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
C o n s e r v a t i o n A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e s 
(LACAC) were e s t a b l i s h e d t o a d v i s e 
m u n i c i p a l c o u n c i l s on a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . W i t h i n t h r e e y e a r s , 
550 p r o p e r t i e s were d e s i g n a t e d , and 
i n a n i c e l y w r i t t e n and i l l u s t r a t e d 
book, LACAC s at Work;32 the 
a c h i e v e m e n t s of some 63 communi t ies 
w e r e r e c o g n i z e d . I n h i s 
i n t r o d u c t i o n , G e o r g e K a p e l o s 
comments : 

T h e r e i s a d e e p f e e l i n g f o r 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l h e r i t a g e a c r o s s 
O n t a r i o and p e o p l e are w o r k i n g 
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w i t h u n e q u i v o c a l d e v o t i o n t o 
e n s u r e t h a t p r o p e r a t t e n t i o n 
and p r o t e c t i o n i s g i v e n t o o u r 
h e r i t a g e r e s o u r c e s . W h a t we 
h a v e d e v e l o p e d i s a m o v e m e n t 
w h i c h d e m a n d s t h a t f u t u r e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o c c u r s w i t h 
h e r i t a g e i n m i n d . * 

The LACAC c o l l e c t i v e r e c o r d was 
assembled for a 1978 c o n f e r e n c e , 
Conserving Ontariors Main 
Streets3 sponsored by the Ontario 
H e r i t a g e F o u n d a t i o n . T h e 
proceedings of tha t m e e t i n g ^ are 
an i m p r e s s i v e d i s t i l l a t i o n o f 
e x p e r t i s e and d e d i c a t i o n . A l s o 
produced in c o n j u n c t i o n wi th t h a t 
c o n f e r e n c e w e r e the- c o n s u l t a n t 
r e p o r t s of C a m b r i d g e , D u n d a s , 
G o d e r i c h , Guelph , and K i n g s t o n , 
c o l l a t e d by R i c h a r d R o d g e r s as 
i n f o r m a t i o n - s t u d i e s i n t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f d o w n t o w n 

. O r 

conserva t ion . D All th ree of 
t h e s e O n t a r i o g o v e r n m e n t 
p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e w r i t t e n i n a 
manner tha t provides d i g e s t a b l e and 
u s a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n for community 
g r o u p s , as w e l l as o f f e r i n g some 
t h o u g h t f u l d e b a t e on c u r r e n t 
p l a n n i n g and economic r e a l i t i e s . 
The i r most i m p r e s s i v e q u a l i t y i s 
t h e i r r e c o r d o f i n c r e a s i n g 
community i n v o l v e m e n t , w h i c h i s 
s l o w l y b e g i n n i n g t o t r a n s f o r m 
pe r spec t ives away from t h e r a r i t y 
b i o g r a p h y and e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
c r i t e r i a for h e r i t a g e . ^" The 
Ontario gu ide l ines and r e s u l t s a r e 
perhaps the best Canadian model for 
h e r i t a g e c o n s e r v a t i o n a t t h e 
moment. This might w e l l r e f l e c t 
the small-town sca le at which loca l 
p r i d e and i n i t i a t i v e c a n b e 
h a r n e s s e d . La rge r m e t r o p o l i t a n 
c e n t r e s m i g h t be v u l n e r a b l e t o 
l i m i t e d "community p a t r o l " t h a t 
allows redevelopment forces a f reer 
hand. 

This i s not t o say t h a t t h e 
l a r g e r u r b a n p l a c e s m u s t b e 

abandoned to market fo rces . Issues 
and ideas can emerge t h a t g e n e r a t e 
broad community c o n s c i o u s n e s s . In 
H a l i f a x , t h i s b r o a d u n i t y h a s 
been l a r g e l y e s t a b l i s h e d th rough 
t h e e f f o r t t o m a i n t a i n v i e w 
c o r r i d o r s between the C i t a d e l and 
the Harbour. In recent y e a r s t h a t 
view has been i n c r e a s i n g l y e r o d e d , 
a n d a v e r y r e a d a b l e b o o k by 
E l i zabe th Pacey, The Battle of 
Citadel Hill^ t r a c e s post-war 
redevelopment schemes in H a l i f a x . 
The v a r i o u s l o c a l and c e n t r a l 
Canadian a c t o r s a re i d e n t i f i e d , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y for the S c o t i a Square 
redevelopment scheme, and t h i s book 
i s a c l e a r summary of a h e r i t a g e 
b a t t l e without the forced framework 
tha t Denhez adopted for Vancouver's 
Gastown. This would seem to be a 
f u r t h e r s u g g e s t i o n f o r a g r a s s 
roo ts focus, balanced by e x p e r t i s e 
t h a t can c o n t r i b u t e r e g i o n a l and 
n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . 

There is cons iderab le room for 
optimism in the l i g h t of the recent 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of r e s e a r c h and 
ac t ion on h e r i t a g e s t r u c t u r e s . In 
a d d i t i o n t o t h e b r o a d e n i n g of 
r e sea rch on old b u i l d i n g s , two new 
d i r e c t i o n s by government a g e n c i e s 
m i g h t be r e c o g n i z e d . F i r s t , 
agencies are providing more a d v i c e 
on how to b a l a n c e p r a g m a t i c a l l y 
c o n t e m p o r a r y n e e d s w h i l e 
main ta in ing p a s t s t r u c t u r e s . For 
e x a m p l e , r e c e n t f e d e r a l a n d 
p r o v i n c i a l e n e r g y c o n s e r v a t i o n 
programmes tha t encourage p r o p e r t y 
owners to upgrade i n s u l a t i o n and 
h e a t i n g e f f i c i e n c y s o m e t i m e s 
r e s u l t s i n u n s y m p a t h e t i c v i n y l 
s i d i n g , new aluminum windows, e t c . , 
tha t r a d i c a l l y a l t e r the appearance 
of b u i l d i n g s . The Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporat ion has i s s u e d 
a we 1 1 - i 1 1 u s t r a t e d s i x t y p a g e 
b o o k l e t on ways t h a t m a i n t e n a n c e 
and upgrading can s t i l l r e t a i n the 
cha rac te r of a house. ° A second 
deve lopment i n c l u d e s l i t e r a t u r e 
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e x p l a i n i n g t h e l e g i s l a t i v e 
background t o h e r i t a g e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
a t t i t u d e s , w h i c h i s b e g i n n i n g t o 
a d d r e s s t h e c r u c i a l q u e s t i o n o f 
c o m p e n s a t i o n . S e c t i o n l l ( 4 ) o f 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a ' s H e r i t a g e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n A c t , f o r e x a m p l e , 
p r o v i d e s f o r c o m p e n s a t i o n w h e r e 
d e s i g n a t i o n c a n b e s h o w n t o 
d e c r e a s e t h e economic v a l u e of t h e 
b u i l d i n g . F i n a n c i a l i n c e n t i v e 
programmes for m a i n t a i n i n g h e r i t a g e 
s t r u c t u r e s s i m i l a r l y p l a c e h e r i t a g e 
i n a p o s i t i v e l i g h t r a t h e r t h a n t h e 
more n e g a t i v e o r p r o h i b i t o r y mood 
t h a t h a s s o o f t e n a c c o m p a n i e d 
d e s i g n a t i o n . ^ Fundamenta l f a c t o r s 
such as the t a x sys tem and c a p i t a l 
d e p r e c i a t i o n a l l o w a n c e s - i n a 
s o c i e t y where i n d i v i d u a l s t e n d t o 
u s e t h e i r p r o p e r t y f o r p r i v a t e 
r a t h e r t h a n more b r o a d l y d e f i n e d 
p u b l i c g o a l s - n e e d f u r t h e r 
a t t e n t i o n i f h e r i t a g e c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
i s t o be s u c c e s s f u l l y m a i n t a i n e d . 

Conclusion: The Past in the 
Present 

U n l e s s t h e r e i s a n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e c o n n e c t i o n s 
be tween t h e dynamic l a t e t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y e l e m e n t s of a l a n d s c a p e and 
t h e r e l i c s f rom p r e v i o u s t i m e s , 
e f f e c t i v e h e r i t a g e c e l e b r a t i o n w i l l 
be d i f f i c u l t , however much optimism-
c a n b e g e n e r a t e d f r o m c u r r e n t 
t r e n d s . R a t h e r t h a n be p o l e m i c i n 
s u p p o r t i n g t h e t o t a l i t y of t h e p a s t 
o r f u t u r e , t h e r e i s a n e e d f o r 
r e c o g n i t i o n of a s ense of t h e v a l u e 
and n e c e s s i t y o f c o n t i n u i t y i n 
t i m e . ^ A nar row focus on t h e 
p a s t i s not a lways p r o d u c t i v e . As 
D a v i d L o w e n t h a l h a s c o m m e n t e d : 
"much a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r e s e r v a t i o n i s 
avowedly a n t i q u a r i a n : t h e v a l u e d 
p a s t i s m e r e l y m u s e u m i z e d , n o t 
i n t e g r a t e d w i th t h e p r e s e n t . " * 
I n d i c a t i v e of t h i s d e s i g n a t i o n of 
" p a s t " a n d " p r e s e n t " i s t h e 
f o l l o w i n g a d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r t h e 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a L o y a l i s t 

s e t t l e m e n t a t K i n g ' s L a n d i n g , New 
Brunswick : 

T i r e d o f t h e r u s h a n d r o a r o f 
m o d e r n t r a f f i c , t h e s c r e a m o f 
t i r e s , t h e s m e l l o f h o t 
e x h a u s t s ? F e d up w i t h t h e 
v o i c e s o f doom c l a m m e r i n g f r o m 
e v e r y r a d i o and TV s e t ? Come 
t o K i n g ' s L a n d i n g , w h e r e 5 5 
b u i l d i n g s on a 300 a c r e s i t e 
and a c o s t u m e d s t a f f o f m o r e 
t h a n 100 p e o p l e o f f e r y o u a 
r e l a x i n g t r i p i n t o t h e 
p e a c e f u l p i o n e e r p a s t o f New 
B r u n s w i c k . L e t t h e 2 0 t h 
c e n t u r y l o o k a f t e r i t s e l f f o r 
a f ew h o u r s w h i l e y o u t a k e 
t i m e t o e n j o y y o u r 

4 9 h e r i t a g e . z 

As Dendy and o t h e r s have shown 
so w e l l , t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y 
l a n d s c a p e cannot look a f t e r 
i t s e l f . S i n c e f o r many C a n a d i a n 
p l a c e s t he t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y s t o c k 
r e p r e s e n t s a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of 
a v a i l a b l e h e r i t a g e , i t i s e s s e n t i a l 
t h a t we c r e a t e a p e r s p e c t i v e on the 
p a s t t h a t goes beyond " t h e f i r s t , " 
" t h e p i o n e e r , " and t h e " g e n t e e l " 
e a r l y d a y s . We shou ld not p e n a l i z e 
our f u t u r e by s u c h a p a s t / p r e s e n t 
d i c h o t o m y ; we need not c r e a t e r u r a l 
h e r i t a g e c o m p l e x e s s u c h as Upper 
C a n a d a V i l l a g e , L o u i s b u r g a n d 
K i n g ' s Landing a t t h e expense of an 
u rban h e r i t a g e c o n s c i o u s n e s s , n o r 
shou ld we p e r p e t u a t e a p a r t i a l view 
of t he p a s t . 

The s e n t i m e n t s e x p r e s s e d i n 
t h i s r e v i e w r e p r e s e n t a h o p e f u l 
c a l l f o r a r e a s s e s s m e n t o f 
p r i o r i t i e s in the f i e l d of h e r i t a g e 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . To s u g g e s t t h a t 
v e r n a c u l a r l a n d s c a p e s a re wor thy of 
a t t e n t i o n too - s imply add ing o t h e r 
e l e m e n t s t o w h a t i s s t i l l a 
l a b e l l i n g or d e s i g n a t i o n e x e r c i s e -
i s p o s s i b l y a s n a r r o w a s a 
p r e - o c c u p a t i o n w i t h t h e g r a n d 
s t r u c t u r e s of famous a r c h i t e c t s or 
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p e r s o n a l i t i e s . ^ Yet i t i s a l s o 
a s t e p t o w a r d s a more e g a l i t a r i a n 
s e n s e o f p a s t s o c i e t y a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t t h a n s o m e o f t h e 
p r e s e n t e x c l u s i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s . 
Lying beyond t h e s e a d j u s t m e n t s a r e 
hopes fo r a t ime and s o c i e t y when a 
community in and of i t s e l f d e c i d e s 
w h a t i s i m p o r t a n t a n d w h a t 
s t a y s . ^ Recent e x p e r i m e n t s 
w i t h i n t h e m u s e u m w o r l d h a v e 
p o i n t e d t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of an 
e n t i r e r e g i o n b e i n g r e g a r d e d as an 
e c o l o g i c a l community museum. Such 
a c o m m u n i t y - r e g u l a t e d h e r i t a g e 
c o n c e p t w o u l d n e e d no o u t s i d e 
c u r a t o r s , d e s i g n a t o r s o r 
i n t e r p r e t o r s . ^ 

R e t u r n i n g t o my e a r l i e r 
a s s e r t i o n t h a t we l i v e in a s o c i e t y 
w h e r e m a r k e t f o r c e s d e f i n e t h e 
q u a l i t y of t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , t h i s 
a p p e a l f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e 
o r d i n a r y a n d t h e m u n d a n e i s 
p o s s i b l y t o o q u i x o t i c . R e a l 
p r e s e r v a t i o n t e n d s t o o c c u r i n t h e 
r i c h e s t and p o o r e s t b a c k w a t e r s , 
and w h i t e p a i n t e r s w i l l e v e n t u a l l y 
t r a n s f o r m t h o s e p o o r e n c l a v e s i f 
t h e b u l l d o z e r s h a v e n ' t a l r e a d y been 
t h e r e . A c c o r d i n g l y , for a c a d e m i c s 
t o become i n v o l v e d in action 
a l o n g s i d e t h e h e r i t a g e b u r e a u c r a t s 
may b e s a t i s f y i n g , b u t i s i t 
p r o g r e s s or i s i t a l i b e r a l de f ence 
o f t h e e x i s t i n g o r d e r ? O f t e n 
p r e s e r v a t i o n per* se becomes t h e 
o b j e c t i v e of u n d i r e c t e d a c t i o n , 
r a t h e r t h a n p r e s e r v a t i o n o f 
s o m e t h i n g f o r some p u r p o s e . A 
c o n c e r n f o r t h e o r d i n a r y i s 
l a u d a b l e when t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of 
t h e s p e c t a c u l a r i m p l i e s i n some 
t a n g e n t i a l s e n s e a c e l e b r a t i o n of 
o p p r e s s i o n , bu t how fa r can we move 
beyond e d u c a t i o n a l l a b e l l i n g of t h e 
o r d i n a r y b e f o r e we t h r e a t e n t h e 
Status quo? Pe rhaps more e f f o r t 
s h o u l d go i n t o d e b a t e a b o u t t h e 
u n d e r l y i n g a s s u m p t i o n s o f t h e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n " i n d u s t r y , " i n t o 
r e s e a r c h on t h e s o c i a l c o s t s o f 

g e n t r i f i c a t i o n , a n d a l s o i n t o 
t h i n k i n g abou t t h e m e a n i n g of t h e 
p a s t for c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i e t y . In 
o t h e r w o r d s wha t a r e t h e s o c i a l 
p r i o r i t i e s of o u r u r b a n w o r l d ? A 
l e a d i n g C a n a d i a n f i g u r e i n t h i s 
r e g a r d i s P i e r r e B e r t o n , g a l l a n t l y 
t r y i n g t o c o n v i n c e us t h a t we n e e d 
a p e r s p e c t i v e o t h e r t h a n t h e 
e c o n o m i c v a l u e s t h a t w r i t e o f f 
b u i l d i n g s a f t e r t h i r t y - f i v e 
y e a r s . ^ " 

C l e a r l y t h e n , a l t h o u g h t h e r e 
i s an i m p r e s s i v e body of l i t e r a t u r e 
t h a t i s p r o v i d i n g c a s e s t u d i e s of 
s p e c i f i c b u i l d i n g t y p e s , a r e a s , and 
p r e s e r v a t i o n s t r u g g l e s , t h e r e i s 
s t i l l room for f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n . 
What a r e t h e c r i t e r i a for s e l e c t i o n 
of h e r i t a g e s t r u c t u r e s , and what i s 
a b r o a d , n o n - a r c h i t e c t u r a l approach 
t o c o n s e r v a t i o n t r y i n g t o a c h i e v e ? 
I s t h e u s a b l e u r b a n p a s t u s a b l e 
b e c a u s e i t i s g o o d t o l o o k a t , 
e d u c a t i o n a l , o r s i m p l y e c o n o m i c 
w i s d o m i n an a g e of d e c l i n i n g 
r e s o u r c e s and h i g h b u i l d i n g c o s t s ? 
T h o s e p e o p l e i n t e r e s t e d i n u r b a n 
h i s t o r i c a l q u e s t i o n s , b e t h e y 
t r a i n e d as h i s t o r i a n s , g e o g r a p h e r s , 
s o c i o l o g i s t s , o r a r t h i s t o r i a n s , 
c l e a r l y have a r o l e t o p l a y in such 
a h e r i t a g e d e b a t e . As a g r o u p , we 
can c o n t r i b u t e , as e d u c a t o r s , t o a 
b r o a d e r awareness of l a n d s c a p e , and 
h o p e f u l l y , t h r o u g h c r i t i c a l d e b a t e 
a n d a n a l y s i s , c o n t r i b u t e t o 
l e a r n i n g t o l i v e w i th our p a s t in a 
h e a l t h y way, a way t h a t i s n e i t h e r 
a n t i q u a r i a n , s e l e c t i v e , 
e x p l o i t a t i v e , nor c r a s s . 

Deryck Holdswor th 
Depar tment of Geography 
U n i v e r s i t y of Toron to 

NOTES 

! • T h e s e a r g u m e n t s w e r e f i r s t 
d e v e l o p e d in a p a p e r p r e s e n t e d 
a t a s e s s i o n o n H e r i t a g e 



134 

R e s e a r c h , P l a n n i n g , a n d 
P r e s e r v a t i o n , a t t h e j o i n t 
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2 Alan F.J. A r t i b i s e and G i l b e r t 
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Canadian City (Toronto: 
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" t h a t g o n d o l a r e p r e s e n t e d o n e 
o f t h e mos t s i g n i f i c a n t t h i n g s 
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f o r 48 y e a r s o f b r o a d c a s t i n g , 6 
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h i s t o r y , " {ibid. p . 7 ) . F o r 
b a c k g r o u n d on N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
p r e s e r v a t i o n as b u s i n e s s s e e 
" T h e R e c y c l i n g o f A m e r i c a , " 
Time Magazine, June l I , 
1 9 7 9 , p p . 4 6 - 9 ; R . L . N e s s e n , 
" T r e a s u r e H o u s e s : T a k i n g 
s h e l t e r i n o l d b u i l d i n g s , " 
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T h e b r i e f n a r r a t i v e o f 
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B l o c k d i s c u s s e s i s o n l y a s m a l l 
p a r t (3 s q u a r e m i l e s ) of t he former 
t o w n s h i p of Hyde P a r k ( 4 8 s q u a r e 
m i l e s ) , and i t e x t e n d s s o u t h from 
47 th S t r e e t to 59 th S t r e e t and e a s t 
f rom C o t t a g e G r o v e Road t o L a k e 
M i c h i g a n . T h i s i s t h e n o r t h e a s t 
c o r n e r of t h e townsh ip which a r e a l 
e s t a t e s p e c u l a t o r , P a u l C o r n e l l , 
saw as an i d e a l p l a c e t o p l a n a 
commuter v i l l a g e . In 1853 C o r n e l l 
bought t h r e e - h u n d r e d a c r e s b e t w e e n 
5 1 s t and 55 th S t r e e t s and p r o m p t l y 
gave s i x t y t o t h e I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l 
R a i l r o a d in r e t u r n for t h e p r o m i s e 
o f a p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n a n d 


