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As one of the longest-standing bilingual,
open access, peer reviewed journals in the
field of forced migration, Refuge has always
been an important source of inspiration and
knowledge for us. So, we were honoured
to take up the challenge of stewardship of
the journal as the editorial team from 2012
to 2018.1 As we look back on this period,
our key learnings are: a deep commitment
to open access; efforts to broaden and diver-
sify forced migration scholarship; the impor-
tance of a reflective book review section;
and, the use of special issues to highlight
emerging research in the field. Our Refugeedi-
torial team was also marked by a deep sense
of feminist praxis, or care, comradery and col-
legiality particularly in navigating the occa-
sional rough spots.

Open access is growing in popularity in
academia generally, but in the field of forced
migration it is particularly important. Due
to structural inequalities in the production

of knowledge, academics and journals based
in the Global North dominate forced migra-
tion scholarship, while the majority of dis-
placement occurs in the Global South. Open
access is a small step towards redressing these
inequities by ensuring that the research is
accessible— and therefore accountable— to
people most affected by the research. It also
means that copyright remains with authors
and that publicly-funded research is publicly
available.

With Refuge’s transition to full open access
in 2012, our editorial team spent a lot of time
and energy making the journal’s digital pres-
ence andonline publishingmore streamlined
and thus our decades of archives more acces-
sible. With a grant from the Canadian Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council
(SSHRC), we completely overhauled our web-
site, created a new logo and revised our
publication agreement to reflect our open
access commitment. We started a partner-
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ship with Érudit, a French dissemination plat-
form for peer-reviewed journals in North
America, which facilitated our presence in
library searches and in impact indices (Éru-
dit, n.d.). We also made the difficult deci-
sion to cease printing hard copies for free
distribution. We moved to a cost-recovery,
print-on-demand service. Throughout all of
these necessary but time-consuming struc-
tural changes, we benefited greatly from
the support of the Refuge International Advi-
sory Board, the Open Journal Systems (OJS)
software team, the York University librarians
and the copyright office at the University of
Ottawa.

Refuge has always had a strong commit-
ment to publishing under-represented schol-
arship. During our editorship, we collabo-
rated closely with the Canadian Association
for Refugee and Forced Migration Studies
(CARFMS) to mentor winners of the CARFMS
student essay contest towards publication of
peer-reviewed articles. We also had a work-
shopping process for papers that had great
potential, but that needed additional edito-
rial input to increase their chances of positive
peer review. Less successfully, we reached
out to francophone authors to encourage
publication in French, but our efforts were
somewhat curtailed by the hegemony of
English in academia. During our tenure, we
alsomade concerted efforts to grow the jour-
nal’s authorship and readership across dis-
ciplines and geographies. We were able
to showcase Refuge at a number of Cana-
dian and international conferences including
the CCR consultations, Metropolis, CARFMS
and IASFM— reaching both established and
emerging scholars as well as practitioners.
Thesenewprofessional andpersonal connec-
tions broadened the journal’s scope.

The book review section grew in both
depth and breadth and emerged as one
of the most visited parts of the journal.

This section also furthered our commitment
to amplify the work of underrepresented
authors and reviewers – thosewhose primary
language is not French or English, emerging
scholars, scholars located in places where it
was challenging to get a copy of the book
to them (where the post was unreliable or
the cost of getting the book to them pro-
hibitive). We endeavoured to publish a mix
of reviews written by emerging scholars but
also pushed established scholars to continue
to contribute to this side of the scholarly
process. We strove to review books pub-
lished by some lesser-known publishers to
promote a diverse landscape of publishing
venues. We made a persistent, if not always
successful, effort to publish reviews in French
and of bookswritten in French, alongside the
reviews in English. We strove to be timely
in our reviews, working directly with publish-
ers to send manuscripts to reviewers in gal-
ley format when possible and even managed
to have the review roughly coincide with the
book’s publication date several times. We
commissioned several review essays, and the
section soon became one of the key features
of the journal.

In addition to the annual publication of
a ‘general’ issue, the period of 2012-2018
also saw the curation, editing and publica-
tion of key special issues on emerging issues,
including: racialized refuge (2019); histor-
ical and new approaches to private spon-
sorship of refugees (2016 & 2019); femi-
nist perspectives on the Syrian refugee “cri-
sis” (2018); power imbalance in the refugee
regime (2017); refugee voices (2016); mak-
ing home in limbo (2015); and, environmen-
tal displacement (2014). These special issues
were topical, and also engaged with broader
social and political questions of our times.
Working with guest editors was one of the
highlights of our time at Refuge. These col-
laborations not only brought in fresh and
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diverse perspectives, but also allowed Refuge
to extend our reach and relevance. Indeed,
Refuge consistently delivered cutting-edge,
open access scholarship. Free from the con-
straints of a large publisher, the editorial
team had considerable latitude and flexibil-
ity to respond to good ideas. Many of our
special issues were published in less than one
year from receipt of articles through peer
review to publication. This is a testament to
the dedication of the Refuge team, but also to
our commitment to doing things differently.
Notwithstanding the important critiques of
measuring impact (e.g., DORA 2012), we
were proud to watch Refuge’s impact factor
more than double between 2014 and 2018
and triple by 2020.2

Another intentional commitment for us
was to provide an avenue for the publica-
tion of research findings or recommenda-
tions that may not be accepted in traditional
academic journals due to their community-
based nature. An example of this was the
collaborative work of the Canadian Coun-
cil for Refugees, Centre for Refugee Stud-
ies, and CARFMS on ethical considerations
in research with people in situations of
forced migration. This document has been
widely cited and used by both academics
and community-based researchers refugee-
led and advocacy organizations, providing
foundational elements for other groups to
build their own guiding principles. Simi-
larly, the 2016 special issue on the launch
of Canada’s Private Sponsorship Program
included reflections by Casasola fromUNHCR
Canada, and Michael Molloy, long-standing
public servant, collaborated with historian
Laura Madokoro to offer insights from civil
servants in the 2017 issue on power in the

global refugee regime.
We would like to end with some personal

reflections.
Johanna:
While I was a PhD student at York Univer-

sity, Refuge was instrumental to my own aca-
demic research and development and soon
became a key teaching tool given its open
access content. For many emerging scholars
in the field, Refuge is our first experience with
academic publishing. It was thus a great hon-
our to serve as the journal’s Managing Editor
from 2015 to 2018. I reflect on this period as
a time of deep academic growth, as this role
allowed me to engage with critical scholar-
ship and broaden my own personal and pro-
fessional networks. I learned a great deal
about the publishing process, the technical
frustrations of Open Access Systems and how
much timeandworkgoes intopublishing just
one issue. I also learned to savour the final
moment you hit ‘publish’ and see it all come
together! I amespecially grateful to Christina
and Dianna for showing me the true mean-
ing of feminist praxis and mentorship.

Dianna:
Like many wonderful opportunities in my

life, I learned of the Refuge Book Review Edi-
tor position through my affiliation with the
International Association for the Study of
ForcedMigration. I was drawn to this oppor-
tunity to work with scholars from diverse
disciplines, to immerse myself in the lat-
est forced migration literature, and to work
bilingually in French and English (uncommon
for those based in the United States). As
I’ve embarked on an academic leadership
chapter in my career, I credit working col-
laboratively with the Refuge editorial team,
supporting other scholars and managing the

2There are a number of ways in that journal-level (vs. article-level) impact metrics are measured. One is by using Google Scholar’s
journal ranking tool (https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues), another is Scopus’ CiteScore (https://www-elsev
ier-com.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-works/content), which counts the citations received in a given time
period (e.g. 2017 to 2020) to articles, reviews, conference papers, book chapters and data papers published in the same period, and
divides this by the number of publications published in that period.
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administrative logistics in my Refuge role as
an early litmus test for my appetite for this
kind ofwork. One ofmy favorite Refugemem-
ories is tucking copies of books for review
in my suitcase when traveling internationally
to hand deliver books to reviewers. Refuge
was the kind of gig that inspired that kind of
entrepreneurial spirit. I am grateful to have
had this opportunity.

Christina:
I was Editor-in-chief of Refuge during a

significant period of my early to mid-career
as an academic. I started my mandate the
year after my first book was published and
our second child was born, and ended the
year after I had moved to the University
of Ottawa. My years at Refuge gave me
some of the greatest learning opportunities
of my academic career. While administra-
tive and leadership jobs in academia are too
often undervalued, I benefited from read-
ing widely across forced migration scholar-
ship. I also developed close professional rela-
tionships with the editorial team, authors,
peer reviewers and guest editors. Work-
ing behind the scenes at a journal on a
shoestring budget created a shared sense
of solidarity and commitment amongst the
editorial team, whom I still consider trusted
colleagues and friends. I was mentored by
Susan McGrath, Jennifer Hyndman, Sharry
Aiken and the members of the international
advisory board. Michele Millard at the Cen-
tre for Refugee Studies took care of many,
many administrative and financial issues. In
the context of academia’s relentless drive
for impact and metrics, it is important to
recognize the huge amount of unremuner-
ated and uncounted care work that goes on
behind the scenes at any journal. Refuge, for
me, exemplifies a deep commitment not only
to quality, diverse scholarship, but also to fos-
tering connections and relationships across
the forced migration community.
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