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Books for Schools 

In the GC August 1975 issue. John Rau 
who is Chairman of the Education 
Committee of GAC, has written a 
penetrating review of geological 
educat~on in the secondary schools in 
Canada. He points out that the large 
numbers of students will get the 
maximum benefit 11 the teacher can 
provlde a stlmulatlng course, not as a 
r~gld and orderly approach but as a 
sctence oriented ~nvestlgation. 
However. many of the teachers have a 
lim~ted background in the sublect and 
although their enthusiasm and 
motlvat~on is commendable, their 
capab~lities are hampering the 
presentation. What is the solution? The 
professionals in every area should be 
taklng the initiative to contact the 
teachers who w~l l  welcome any 
assistance Some teachers need 
assistance but do not know how toget it' 
One day I was talking to a teacher in 
another city. He said "What 1s 
bostonlte7" I said "I don't know - why 
don't you call up ---"(a professor at a 
university In his city). The teacher had 
not thought of that. But I know if hedoes, 
a contact will be made and many more 
questions will be answered As Jon Rau 
writes "These teachers may not ask for 
our help but they need it". The 
profess~onal who takes the initiatlve to 
contact a teacher could make a 
substantial contribut~on. 

Jon Rau made a significant 
contribut~on - a list of act~vlties which 
any professional can inltiate. wlth 
benef~ts which could have a profound 
effect. The list contains 44 dtflerent 
actlons -and if every professional were 
to act upon just one, the teachers of 
earth sc~ence/geology in Canada would 
know they have the support to present a 
more effective course. Will the 

profesvonalsrespond? Well I decided to 
act upon just one - # I 2  -make a 
collection 01 books. I askedthelaculty in 
the Department at Western The 
response was eighty books - yes 80 - 
many elementary texts In physical and 
historical geology. But In addition, books 
on crystallography, ore suites. 
paleontology, air photos, petroleum 
geology, h~story of the geolog~cal 
sclence, etc 1 A book plate IS pasted on 
the lnslde of the front cover Including an 
invltatlon for students to telephone with 
the~r questions. The books were dlvlded 
into three lots and dlstrtbuted to schools 
where the subject 1s part of the 
curriculum We antlclpate satisfacton 
for everyone -the taculty, the teachers 
and the students -by just donatingafew 
books which were only gathering dust 

So I say to John Rau, thank you for 
taklng thts tnltlatlve - and let us hope that 
all members of the profession wllt 
respond n some large or small way. 

C Gordon Winder 
Deparlmenl olGeology 
Universrly of Weslern Onlano 
London, Ontar10 
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Current Research by Compuler? 

For many years Geolog~cal Survey of 
Canada staff have compiled a useful 
listing of research projects under way 
across the country (Current Research In 
the Geolog~cal Sciences), relying on the 
voluntary cooperation of individual 
research leaders who prov~ded detalls 
on a s~mply-des~gned form 

This year the form has been 
redes~gned and our splrtt of cooperatIOn 
has plummeted lo zero Why7 

The new form 1s now too long for any 
typewriter. Slnce we must therefore 
resort to hand-writing we are required to 
put every letter in one of a serles of 
boxes. strung out in groups of 80. that 
maglc number of the new technology 
altogether there IS space for 11 20 
alphanurnerlc charactersper form, most 
of wh~ch wouid be neededtoadequately 
charactertse any one research project 
Snce a director plus two or three 
graduate students m~ght well be 
~nvolved In SIX projects, something llke 
5000-7000 hand-wr~tten characters 
would be needed, taking perhaps a full 
day of someone's time. So much lor the 
labour-~ntensive aspects. 

The shortcomings of the codlng 
requ~red confirm our worst susplclonSOf 
creeplng bureaucracy Our prlnclpal 
complaint concerns the discipline 
names whlch may be used todescribea 
research project: we find no descriptor 
lor non-engmeermg soil science heal- 
ilowgeophysics, speleology. lunar 
geology rneleorrtrcs, impacl 
phenomena: we find that a geochemist 
must descr~be hls work as elther 
explorahon or lheorelical. we find that 
although geotechn~que has f ~ v e  
subd~visions permitted, none areglven 
lo niarine science or to geomorphoiogy 
But also there IS ~nsuff~c~ent space lor 
adequate reference to publlcatlons, the 
geograph~c area cod~ng Includes all 


