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Article abstract
This paper describes intentions in the matter of fertility expressed by 900
first-year students surveyed at the University of Sherbrooke. The study seeks to
ascertain links between certain attitudes, perceptions or personal situations
and the desired number of children. The desired number of children is shown
to be strongly influenced by attitudes regarding marriage and by the
importance placed on family life. Other variables which also have a significant
impact on projected lifetime fertility, albeit to a lesser degree, include: the
perception of the role of housewives, the importance granted to the stability of
family income, and the number of siblings among members of the surveyed
group. However, one surprising result is that the average desired number of
children is 2,45. Given the high level of education of the sample, this appears to
be quite a high figure.
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