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Article abstract
Population projections in the absence of migration — based on observed or
estimated mortality and fertility rates since 1851 — help provide a long-term
assessment of migration in Québec and Canada, through the comparison of
census data with the results of such projections. Without migration since 1851,
Québec would have had 12 million inhabitants in 1991 instead of the observed
7 million. For Canada, the projection discluding migration since 1871 results in
a population of 26 million persons (without Newfoundland), this being one
million less than the latest census total. Had Canada retained its children, it
would not have needed to compensate with its 12 million immigrants and the
Québec and French-speaking population would have been much greater.
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