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Article abstract
State, National Identity and Ethnicity in thé United Kingdom
From its imperial past. the United Kingdom has inherited an unusual form of
citizenship in which the various strands of its content (suffrage, freedom of
movement. etc.) derive from different legal statuses. The U.K. also plays a
comparatively weak role in its citizens' identifies, as indicated by sporting
representation based on the constituent nations (England. Scotland, Wales,
Northern Ireland). The combination leads to a peculiarly complex national
identity which explains some of the U.K.'s difficulties in integrating immigrant
minorities. The British example thus points to certain theoretical weaknesses
in the promotion of a " post-national " citizenship devoid of identity content.
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