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Article abstract
Margins, marginalisation and thé liminal : the witch and the diviner in Yaka
culture (Zaire)
The phenomena and processes of marginalisation refer to the bifocal qualities
of the margin, to its capacity to separate and joint together the inside and
outside. The enclosing and separating margin
may also be a place or principle of attraction, transmission or discovery of the
other side or in other words, it may be a liminal principle opening up,
awakening, and allowing passage to alterity. In the Yaka culture of Zaire, the
practices, discourse and procedures of witchcraft and sorcery evoke a
counter-society, an inversion situation, at least with regard to social life and
the norm, before contributing to the integration of the norm, by means of its
negative. Moreover, witchcraft or sorcery, and even to a larger extent its
antipode, mediumistic divination, each appear in their own way to be symbolic
liminal practices. It seems as if the witch-sorcerer and the diviner seek to
explore the qualities of the margin through extreme transgression or intrusion,
by way of sharp vision or keen sense of smell, and try to obtain or manipulate
the margin's surplus meaning and energy.
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