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Article abstract
The Importance of Fences. Reflections on the marginalisation of North
American Indians
Once the collective Serf begins the process of defining if s identity, the
marginalisation of the Other becomes a necessity. This process serves to
delineate the boundaries of the norm. At the edges of all societies then,
marginals are invented. A study of texts published in Quebec (school manuals,
novels and newspapers) indicates that the québécois collective imagination has
designated the North American Indian as one of these marginals. The author
tries to reflect freely on the process whereby the marginal North American
Indian is " fabricated ". The author also tries to point out that the basic outline
of the Other is not what counts (because this outline may change with the
times), but rather the geographic and social distance which is established
between Self and Other. A distance that is intended to be permanent.
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