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Article abstract
The French Municipal Politics and the Paris' Red Suburb
The french political system is an unusual combination of central control and
local power. This paradox becomes evident in the dialectical relationship
between national and municipal politics. Thus, national parties control the
municipal elections and are able to get their members elected, but their local
structures are too weak to play a direct role in the management of cities. There
is only one exception to this role : the Communist Party. The specific character
of the communist strength at the local level consists in the close relationship
between militant organizations and city hall. A study of the Paris suburb
shows, however, that this model does not work anymore. The Communist
Party's difficulty in controlling its municipal empire appears an important
cause of the deep crisis that the party is facing.
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